BA 531
Emails: Shavitt@illinois.edu jswong2@illinois.edu
INSTRUCTIONS FOR DISCUSSION LEADERS

As a discussion leader, your role is to synthesize the issues raised by the week’s readings, critically evaluate the theories and research presented in them, and stimulate discussion.

Discussion leading is an important part of the course, and a significant part of your grade.  Feedback will help you to do the best possible job.  By 10 a.m. on the Wednesday before your class discussion-leading is scheduled, you should hand in a detailed outline of the questions and points you plan to raise in class.  You can send it by email or hand it in to my mailbox in 350 WH.  I will get back to you with feedback by the end of that day.  See the outline and tips below for help in structuring your presentation. 

Part 1: Presentation. This is where you will raise the issues and questions that you want the class discussion to address. Take about 20 minutes to do this. 

DON’T: Use more than 5 min of this time to summarize the reading. Assume that we’ve all read them. Instead, your presentation should be devoted to your own thoughts about the week’s topic.  Evaluate the readings/studies/models.  
DO: Point out what you see as problems with the research or the assumption on which the research was based.  Relate the readings to literature in your area of expertise.  Raise unanswered questions and hypotheses. Suggest implications for survey practice, etc. 

Part 2: Discussion. The rest of class will be devoted to a discussion of the issues you raised, as well as any other issues that come up. Your role at this point is to participate in the discussion and keep it going. This usually isn’t hard. It is important to come prepared with a list of several questions to pose to the class. Use these to direct the focus of the class discussion, keep us on topic, and keep everyone involved. 

Suggestions on keeping things interesting: 

DO: Ask specific questions (e.g., “how would you apply the findings of this study in designing the format of a questionnaire?” or “how would you modify the guidelines listed in the chapter to an experimental lab context?”) rather than general ones (e.g., “what do you think about this study?”).  
DO: Bring in some surveys or popular-press articles about them to illustrate proper or improper use of survey methods.  

Throughout your presentation, feel free to be controversial and to state strong opinions. 

If you need any audio-visual equipment, you can make arrangements with Jimmy (email address above), but do this well ahead of the class date. 

Part 3: Feedback on Students’ Quizzes.  You will get anonymous copies of students’ quizzes in class. Please write comments and make corrections on those.  Part of your discussion-leading grade will be based on the quality of these comments. Write your comments in pencil in the left margin of each quiz.  By 4:00 pm on Friday of that week, please put the papers with your comments in my mailbox (350 WH). 

