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“	Our students and 
alumni remain the 
greatest testament to 
the enduring strength 
of the College of 
Business.”

	 — Avijit Ghosh, Dean As American industries depart for low wage nations, US business leaders wonder how they can keep factories 
here open. One solution would be to pay equally low wages. Other observers think its time to write off 
manufacturing and look elsewhere for job growth.

But entrepreneur Ping Fu thinks technology can save industrial America. And she adds the unthinkable: that 
globalization may be a “passing phase.”

The Technology
She has a bird’s-eye view of the technology that may turn the corner for American industries—a three-
dimensional manufacturing process called Digital Shape Sampling and Processing, or DSSP. She commercialized 
this technology through Geomagic, the company she co-founded. Earlier this year, Inc. Magazine named Ping 
Fu its entrepreneur of the year.

Construction underway
Business Instructional Facility Groundbreaking Ceremony held in April

—continued on page 6

	 Made in the USA
Ping Fu’s Vision for a Resurgence of American Manufacturing

“Ingenuity is purported to be a fundamental  

characteristic of entrepreneurs. It became the competitive 

advantage behind Ping’s creation of a new business— 

Raindrop Geomagic—that subsequently led to her being  

named Inc. Magazine’s 2006 Entrepreneur of the Year!”
						            —Paul Magelli

Steering Committee member Michael Krasny ’75, Illinois Lieutenant Governor 
Pat Quinn, campaign co-chair Michael Tokarz ’71 MBA ’73, Board of Trustees 
Chair Larry Eppley ’82 MAS ’82, President B. Joseph White, Board of Trustees 
member Marjorie Sodemann, campaign co-chair Avy Stein ’77, Dean Avijit 
Ghosh, and Chancellor Richard Herman were the first to man the shovels.

Dignitaries and friends joined 
college staff on April 28 to 
break ground on the new 
Business Instructional Facility. 
When complete in 2008, the 
building will house classrooms 
as well as student services 
offices.

—see more from the  
Groundbreaking on page 2
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Members of the Dean’s Business Council pose 
for the cameras: Paul Boltz MS ’71 PhD ’74, 
Norman Jones ’62, Sue Fish ’79 MAS ’80, 
Tim Reierson ’81, Ron Levy ’54, Dean Avijit 
Ghosh, Mark Essig MBA ’85, Chuck Finn ’55, 
Edith Stotler ’68, Jim Cook ’71, Steve Van 
Arsdell ’72 MAS ’73, Norma Lauder, Lester 
McKeever ’55, and Mike Lullo ’88.

College of Business Alumni Association 
(CBAA) leaders were thrilled to gather with 
some College staff for a photo. Kurt Gabouer 
’86, Paul O’Connor ’81, Jim Goss MBA ’72, 
Executive Assistant Dean Mary Porter, David 
Gilmartin ’84, Steve Van Arsdell ’72 MAS ’73, 
Everett Westmeyer ’79, Assistant Dean Tracy 
McCabe EMBA ’99, Dean Avijit Ghosh, and 
U of I Alumni Association President Loren 
Taylor posed with the ceremonial shovels.

Other panel members were former University 
President Stanley Ikenberry and Chancellor 
Richard Herman.

	 b r e a k i n g  G  r o u n d  o n  n e w  f a c i l i t y

	 B u i l d i n g  a  s t r o n g  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e

University of Illinois President B. Joseph White 
was among the panelists talking about the future 
of higher education.
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Sophomores Nisa 
Agrawal and Jessica 
Podeschi are looking 
forward to taking 
classes in the new 
instructional facility.

Provost Linda Katehi 
was among the campus 
dignitaries who attended 
the groundbreaking.

Dean Avijit Ghosh, joined 
by wife Sally McLafferty, 
greeted well wishers after 
the ceremonies.

Among the guests at the 
panel discussion were 
Raphael Pelli of architec-
tural firm Pelli Clark Pelli, 
former campus architect 
Roland Kehe, College of 
Business facilities man-
ager George Freeman MBA 
’84, and Joe Clare, of 
Gilbane, the construction 
managers of the building.

Al and Jane Wohlers, 
whose gift made possible 
the renovation of Wohlers 
Hall, were honored guests.

Alumni, staff, and students gathered in Wohlers 
Hall for the panel discussion on the future of 
higher education.

	 Alumni support has been critical to the success of the new 	

		  Business Instructional Facility.  

Corporate support, as well as gifts from individual donors,  

	 will enable a state-of-the-art building  

			           for a 21st century education.
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Law Firm Alumni Underwrite 

College of Business Scholarship

College graduates rarely forget their alma maters, because most spend at 
least four years of their lives preparing for rewarding careers. That’s why 
five attorneys at Much Shelist, a Chicago-based law firm, are drawing on 
their common bond as Illinois graduates to help students in the College of 
Business achieve success.

Much Shelist has traditionally maintained a strong community focus 
through volunteer efforts, charitable contributions, and pro bono legal 
work—a commitment to service that extends from the firm’s leadership 
to all of its attorneys and staff. Don Hershman ’79 is a member of the 
firm’s Management Committee, a role he shares with four other Illinois 
graduates. During a Management Committee meeting in the summer of 
2005, Hershman suggested that the University—and the College of Business, 
in particular—would be an ideal recipient of the firm’s support.

David Brown ’82, chair of the Management Committee, agreed. “Community 
service is a big part of the culture at Much Shelist,” said Brown. “We are 
also a very business-oriented law firm, with many attorneys who are 
CPAs, business owners, and entrepreneurs themselves. That’s one reason a 
contribution to the U of I made so much sense.”

“We all value our experience at Illinois—especially as graduates of the 
College of Business,” added Hershman. “We want to help give others the 
same opportunity to prepare themselves for success in the challenging 
world of business.”

The other Illinois alumni on the Much Shelist Management Committee 
include Neal Goldstein ’84, Mitchell Roth ’89 JD ’92, and Steve Schwartz 
’74. Several of these firm leaders graduated with honors or high honors, 
and Schwartz received the Bronze Tablet award. But the ties with the 
University don’t stop there. Of the firm’s approximately 85 attorneys, 26 
received one or more degrees from Illinois, including 23 bachelor’s degrees 
and nine JDs.

Led by the Illinois alumni on the Management Committee, the firm has 
made an initial commitment of $25,000 over two years to fund the Much 
Shelist Scholarships, which will be awarded annually to two College of 
Business students beginning in the fall of 2006. The recipients will be 
selected from the Business Honors Program, a relatively new program that 
was created to develop leadership skills in select undergraduates and to 
better prepare them for a career and for service to the community. “We 
were very impressed with the goals of the Business Honors Program,” said 
Schwartz, “and we are happy to be supporting the University’s efforts to 
elevate the College of Business to an even greater level of excellence.”

According to Roth, the firm’s contribution goes beyond money, because 
Much Shelist will make a mentoring commitment to the scholarship 
recipients that may include undergraduate internships or opportunities 
for job shadowing. “We plan to help the scholarship recipients begin the 
invaluable process of networking within the Illinois business community,” 
he explained. “Over the years, each of us has built a broad network of 
contacts, many of whom are people we met at the University. We see great 
value in helping create the same experience—and future opportunities—for 
current students.”

While each of the five alumni at Much Shelist went on to attend law school 
and establish a successful legal practice, they credit their business degrees 
from Illinois for laying the foundation that today allows them to lead a 
successful law firm and serve as business advisors to their clients. 

“Thanks, in part, to our education at the U of I, we are five accomplished 
attorneys who use their business acumen in a law firm setting every day,” 
said Schwartz. “If we can give something back to afford a few students the 
same opportunities we had, we’re glad to do it.” n

—Sarah Judd

Pictured from left are Steven Schwartz, David T. Brown, Neal T. 
Goldstein, Don S. Hershman, and Mitchell S. Roth, all graduates of 
the College of Business and members of the Management Committee 
at Much Shelist, a Chicago-based law firm.

Thomas M. Siebel was the speaker during the 
135th commencement on May 14 at Assembly 
Hall. He also received an honorary doctor of 
engineering degree at the ceremony.

Listing people who have made a difference—
from Winston Churchill to Steve Jobs—Seibel 
told the graduates that what those achievers had in common was seeing 
something others could not see. And seizing that moment for change.

Siebel, founder and former chairman and CEO of Siebel Systems Inc., was 
presented with the U of I Presidential Award and Medallion in 2001. A 

corporate gift from Siebel Systems in 2000 established the Siebel Scholars 
Fellowship Program at the nation’s top 11 computer science and business 
colleges, including the computer science department at Illinois. In 1999, 
Siebel donated $32 million to the Urbana campus to help construct the 
Thomas M. Siebel Center for Computer Science.

“Tom Siebel is among our most truly accomplished alumni,” said Chancellor 
Richard Herman when he announced Siebel as commencement speaker. 
“Not only did he create and build Siebel Systems into a leading provider of 
business-applications software, but through his Siebel Scholars program he 
allows some of our most talented students in computer science and business 
to address society’s most pressing issues, such as stem-cell research.”

Siebel, who founded Siebel Systems Inc. in 1993, earned three degrees from 
Illinois, including an MBA in 1983. He was recognized by Business Week in 
2001 as one of the top 25 managers in the world. n

MBA Alumnus Delivers 

2006 Commencement 
Address
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In March, Dean Avijit Ghosh announced the College’s plan to establish the 
Center for Professional Responsibilities in Business and Society. The Center 
will serve business professionals and society by developing innovative 
learning experiences. 

“The establishment of the Center underscores the importance of educating 
future business leaders about their professional responsibilities,” said 
Ghosh. “Ultimately the scope and impact of the Center’s efforts will be seen 
in curricula throughout the Urbana campus and in colleges and universities 
nationwide.”

Responsibility-based modules will initially be incorporated into business 
courses. Efforts will then focus on expanding such modules to reach 
students across the Urbana campus and disseminated to other colleges 
and universities. The Center will also develop a lyceum series featuring 
speakers who will address professional responsibility and accountability 
topics. The Deloitte Symposia on Professional Responsibilities will bring 
together leading academics and professionals to discuss and debate topical 
issues in the field.

The Center is being funded by a $4 million grant awarded by Judge Wayne 
Andersen of the United States District Court, Northern District of Illinois, 
and by a $4 million grant from the Deloitte Foundation. Deloitte & Touche 
USA LLP will be the founding partner of the Center.

If Christan Royer had stuck with her original major, she might have written 
this article. Originally a journalism student, Royer made the switch to 
management information systems (MIS) when she realized her academic 
strengths were better suited to a business field of study.

The 2001 graduate currently holds the position of program analyst 
with the Reporting and Research Department at Indiana University in 
Bloomington. Her responsibilities include web design and maintenance, 
database programming, and development of reports used by offices across 
the campus. Previously, Royer worked as a systems analyst at Kent State 
University where she helped design and implement university software and 
maintained the campus installation of WebCT software.

She said that her involvement in higher education was somewhat accidental, 
but that her professional and educational skills have helped her fit into the 
area very easily.

“Most MIS majors don’t end up in higher education, but I like it because 
I am able to work with multiple platforms. My skills have been easily 
transferable because most universities use similar systems and have similar 
issues,” she said.

Royer said her transition into the MIS program was easy because the 
classes were engaging and a good fit for her interests. The Illinois program 
offers students a degree in Business Administration while simultaneously 
giving them a technical background. Royer views the degree as an ideal 
combination of two majors and enjoys being able to apply both technical 
and business skills to her everyday responsibilities. “It’s great because I am 
able to talk to programmers and program myself. At the same time, I’m 
communicating with VPs and managers and explaining the technical side 
to them,” she said.

Christan Royer:

MIS Offers Options

Center Focusing on Professional Responsibilit ies Announced

Young Alumni Profile

Sharon L. Allen, chairman of the board of Deloitte & Touche USA LLP 
and chairman of the board of the Deloitte Foundation, announced the 
firm’s participation when she was on campus to deliver the Leighton 
Lecture on Ethics and Leadership (see article on page 9). “The questions 
of professional integrity that businesses have faced in recent years are 
a reminder that a commitment to professional responsibility and ethics 
must be continually renewed and nurtured,” she said. “The connections this 
Center will provide—linking business leaders, academics, and students—will 
help foster and strengthen a culture of professional responsibility among 
future business leaders.”

Following approval by the University of Illinois and the Illinois Board 
of Higher Education, an advisory board of accounting and business 
professionals, community leaders, government officials, and academics 
will be appointed. Deloitte will nominate a senior partner to serve on 
the Center’s advisory board, and the Center’s director is expected to be 
appointed to an endowed position in the College that will also carry the 
firm’s name. The Center is expected to open by the summer of 2006.

“Educating students about professional responsibilities cannot be isolated 
into one or two courses,” noted Ira Solomon, head of the Department 
of Accountancy. “In the Center, we will produce innovative learning 
experiences across curricula that will lead to a rich understanding of 
professional responsibilities on the part of our students.” n

Christan Royer with her dog, Lucy

She had an internship at a Champaign health care provider, which was 
her first exposure to the installation, configuration, and maintenance of 
enterprise applications and unit-specific applications. Royer maintains 
that the experience helped confirm her career path, and recommended that 
others take advantage of similar opportunities. 

“Fortunately for me, I really liked my internship and it helped me decide 
what I wanted to do with my life. I think any Business student would be 
hard pressed to make the correct career choice without at least some work 
experience,” she said.

She explains that her MIS degree is extremely portable and that the 
University of Illinois name alone goes a long way when looking for jobs. 

“I moved to Indiana because of my husband’s job. When I got here I really 
did not know what I wanted to do. But within just a few days I had three or 
four job offers, not necessarily in the same field,” she said.

While living in Ohio, Royer was working on an MBA. Today, she is looking 
forward to starting a master’s program in human-computer interaction 
design at the Indiana University School of Informatics. Ultimately, she 
hopes to work as a consultant or own her own consulting company. n 

—Jay Shultz 

“My skills have been easily 

transferable...”
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DSSP software allows manufacturers to scan an object with optical beams 
and then transmit a three-dimensional image to a computer screen. From 
there it can be used to manufacture parts identical to the original or to 
quickly scan parts coming off a manufacturing line to make sure they 
are true to the original. And it can do these functions cheaply and with a 
minimum of human labor. When combined with computer-aided design 
and computer-aided manufacturing, American manufacturers will be 
able to operate their factories in a digital environment that makes factory 
workers extremely productive. 

But the critical advantage of DSSP is that it allows manufacturers to 
cheaply create custom products—shoes, for example, that can exactly fit 
our feet once a DSSP scan is made of them.

Illinois Connection
Ping Fu grew up in China, but was deported to the US in the early 1980s after 
she was exiled by Chinese political authorities. Eventually, she found her 
way into computer science and enrolled in a graduate program at Illinois, 
where she conceived the idea that led to Geomagic. She refined her vision 
with her husband and co-founder, Herbert Edelsbrunner, a young Illinois 
faculty member and expert in algorithms and computational geometry.

While at Illinois, where she earned a MS in computer science, she also 
teamed up with OSBI Consulting, now called Illinois Business Consulting 
(IBC), a student-run program in the College that provides consulting 
services to organizations of varying size. Staffed with MBA students as 
well as graduate students from across the Urbana campus, IBC focuses on 
projects that emphasize strategy, marketing, and finance. 

The composition of IBC and its staffing illustrate one of the strengths of 
a multifaceted institution like Illinois, where an entrepreneur or company 
can turn to more than one college within the university to help capitalize 
on bright ideas. Ping Fu praised the program and its then-director, Paul 
Magelli. “Paul was an inspiration. He was always encouraging, he made 
many fund-raising connections, and he lined up MBA students to help 
my company.”

Made in the USA—continued from page 1

“Ingenuity is purported to be a fundamental characteristic of entrepre-
neurs,” said Paul Magelli about Fu and Edelsbrunner’s solution of the 
complex mathematical problem that is the competitive advantage behind 
Geomagic’s success. “That solution lead to her being named Inc’s Entre-
preneur of the Year.”

Coming Soon: Custom Economy
Today, both China and the US emphasize mass production, but the system 
is bound up in layers of expense that balloon the cost of manufactured 
goods. As items roll off the assembly lines, they go to warehouses and then 
to stores. To encourage sales, billions of dollars are spent on advertising. 
Shipping adds additional costs. If a product never sells, the manufacturer 
eats all the costs.

In the custom economy, we would order what we want from nearby 
manufacturers that would ship the product to us. The costly middle steps 
would be eliminated. Some companies already use variations on that theme. 
Dell Computer, for example, builds custom computers that customers order 
over the Internet, eliminating unsold inventory.

“DSSP technology combines craftsmanship with mass production,” said 
Fu. “It allows companies to produce customized products people will love. 
It reduces costs because business would not be producing products that 
no one wants, and business would not be spending billions of dollars on 
advertising, supply chains, and inventory.”

She points out that DSSP can help manufacturing firms make custom-made 
products that are cheaper than mass-produced products. For example, if 
shoes made in the US cost $10 in labor and the same shoes made in China 
costs $2 in labor, the footwear made in China is not necessarily cheaper 
once shipping and inventory expenses are included in the final cost.

“In the short term, DSSP is being used in high-value, high-volume industries 
such as medical device and aerospace design,” Fu said. “In the long term, this 
is the second industrial revolution. We live in a 3D world, and this technology 
will fundamentally change the way we make, market, and use products.” n

—Doug McInnis

Greetings from the College of Business Development Office.
What a year it has been for the College of Business! With your generous support, our 

fundraising efforts have been very successful as we move closer toward our $75 million 

campaign goal—Investing in Excellence: The Campaign for Business Education at Illinois. 

In fact, we are more than 90% of the way to reaching our milestone. In addition, we broke 

ground on April 28th for our new Business Instructional Facility. However, we still need your 

help before we can really claim success. 

Many of you are aware of the importance of Annual Funds to the College. These funds allow 

us to invest in important new areas and to respond to new opportunities quickly—from 

curriculum development to research, financial aid, and instructional technology. As alumni 

and friends of this great College, I know you share our common goal of maintaining our 

excellent reputation, recruiting the best and brightest students, and attracting and retaining 

outstanding faculty. Obviously, your support of the Annual Fund will ensure that these 

opportunities are realized.  

My sincere thanks to all of our supporters for your continuing loyalty and generosity. 

Without your consistent involvement and investment, we would not be where we are today. 

I look forward to continuing our partnership as we make the College among our nation’s best.

Best regards,

Tina Howard 
Assistant Dean of Development

Assistant Dean for Development Tina Howard and 
Dean Avijit Ghosh pose at the groundbreaking with 
Jim Cook and Tom Vogelsinger, both of Ernst & Young. 
Vogelsinger, partner and COO, and Cook, partner, were 
presenting a check from company employees for the 
Ernst & Young Center for Career Advancement in the 
new facility.

�	 Alumni  News & Notes
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	K ürsad Tüzmen:

“	My University”

International Alumni Profile

Inspired by his experiences at Illinois, Larry Field ’61 recently made a 
gift to the Investing in Excellence campaign for a tiered classroom on the 
second floor of the new College of Business Instructional Facility. Field, 
who earned a BS in industrial management and accounting, is the CEO of 
Field Container Company, Inc. in Elk Grove Village, Ill. The classroom will 
be named in his honor. 

“I have fond memories of my years at U of I and felt that I would like to 
help others develop the skills and business acumen that contributed to my 
success,” he said. “I suggested that my donation be used for a classroom, 
because the classroom is a place where ideas are formed and career paths 
explored. Each year in that classroom, students will be exposed to ideas 
that will impact their futures.”

Field’s future was the family business. Eli Field, his father, founded 
Field Container Company, Inc. in 1942. As the largest privately-held 
folding carton company in the country, with divisions across the US and 
Mexico, Field Container has become a multi-faceted, multi-million dollar 
corporation. 

Gift for Classroom 

Supports Campaign 

Sixteen years after he departed from the US for home, Kürsad Tüzmen 
returned to Urbana for a nostalgic tour of campus, to visit with faculty, 
and to deliver an upbeat economic message about his homeland. Now the 
Turkish State Minister for Foreign Trade, Tüzmen talked about how his 
Illinois education has affected his life and career. 

“It’s 16 years of nostalgia,” Tüzmen said during his March visit. “It’s a lot 
of good feelings.”

After leaving Illinois in 1991 with a master’s degree in business, Tüzmen 
served as Turkey’s Undersecretary of Treasury and Foreign Trade and was 
appointed State Minister of Environment in 2002. He became the State 
Minister of Foreign Trade in 2003. He currently serves as president of the 
World Economic Processing Zones Association (WEPZA). 

Tüzmen believes Illinois is one of the best universities in the US, and the 
world. He was confident that a graduate degree from the campus would 
boost his career. “My knowledge from the University of Illinois helped me a 
lot,” Tüzmen said. “What I gained from here was to my country’s benefit.” 

During his lecture, Tüzmen said that most people in the US know very 
little about Turkey, something he hopes to change with a new strategy to 
encourage trade with six US states. He talked about how he uses his business 

education daily in his job, employing systematic approaches when dealing 
with problems and making decisions. Many years after receiving his degree, 
Tüzmen said he feels confident when incorporating new management and 
business techniques because of what he learned from Illinois. 

“I use my expertise and my technical background in my business,” Tüzmen 
said. “(My education) gave me a real analysis of the world.”

He is also proud of his investment in people, citing his higher education 
initiative that encourages government employees to seek advanced degrees. 
“We’re upgrading through you,” he said to the Turkish students attending 
his public lecture.

In the time since he left Illinois, Tüzmen thinks the university has made 
much progress and is always updating its standards. He was impressed 
with the many new buildings on campus, including the Beckman Institute, 
which he toured. Tüzmen hopes his daughter and son will choose the same 
path as he did and attend Illinois. 

“I’m proud of being a University of Illinois graduate,” Tüzmen said. “It is 
my university.” n

—Jenny Winkler

Field cites two sources for his business 
knowledge. The first is the “hands-on benefit” 
he gained from his father, whose business 
sense he admired. The second is an Illinois 
education that helped him develop some of the 
essential skills he uses daily in his business.

“My years at Illinois helped me to mature 
and think for myself. I thoroughly enjoyed 
every day I spent there,” he said. “Industrial 
management helped me to learn how to 
deal with people and run a company more 
effectively. Accounting gave me the ability to 

analyze the financial health of my company, as well as companies that I 
would acquire.”

In an increasingly global business environment, Field said that a 
determination to succeed and people skills are necessary qualities for any 
successful businessman or entrepreneur. 

“Students today need a higher education and more finance and marketing 
courses to understand and participate successfully in the global marketplace,” 
he said. “To survive in business today, you need to understand the world 
market and be able to think critically and make decisions based on a broad 
spectrum of ideas.” n 

—Lauren Eichmann
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Everett Westmeyer ’79 considers himself lucky. Two decades after he 
graduated with a degree in accountancy, he went back to school. His 
mission: to become an accounting teacher.

Westmeyer used his accounting degree and CPA during a long career as 
an external and internal auditor, a controller, and a CFO. He discovered, 
however, his true passion was for teaching. In 2004 he earned his MA in 
education from Benedictine University in Lisle, Ill. “I got to a point in my 
career when I had the time to chase the dream,” he said. “I consider myself 
very fortunate.”

Today Westmeyer teaches accounting and computer classes to high school 
students at Oregon High School and accounting at Waubonsee Community 
College. He shares memories and knowledge from Illinois with his current 
students, often remembering two influential members of the faculty. 

For Westmeyer, the late Emerson Cammack, former associate dean for 
undergraduate affairs, provided him with invaluable motivation. Cammack, 
who retired in 1990 after 41 years teaching, had a “positive attitude 
toward everything,” commented Westmeyer, who met with the dean about 
once a semester for guidance. “Just watching him made you feel more 
empowered.”

Professor Ken Perry evokes similar memories. Westmeyer said Perry’s 
positive attitude helped his students feel confident that they were going 
to pass the CPA exam. “He truly believed it and he made you believe it,” 
Westmeyer said. Perry taught technical skills and testing strategies to help 
his students succeed. “Half the CPA exam is knowing how to take the test,” 
observed Westmeyer.

In fact, Westmeyer credits his instruction at Illinois for developing 
important “how-to” educational discipline that allowed him to adapt to an 
ever-changing world. He believes learning should be a process rather than 
a product. “A lot of people understand the product, but not the process,” 
he said. “Understanding the process gives you the tools to understanding 
any problem.”

The current president of the College of Business Alumni Association 
(CBAA) Board, an organization he has served for more than eight years, 
Westmeyer said he enjoys giving back to what he calls “the greatest college 
in the world.”

As CBAA president, he gives a speech at each college commencement, one 
of the most rewarding and pleasurable aspects of his position. “It’s a real 
thrill to get up in front of (soon-to-be) graduates, parents, and alumni and 
share my perspective of being an alumnus,” he said. In his talk, he stresses 
the importance of reading comprehension skills, a positive attitude, and 
self-confidence in goals and purposes as key components for successful 
future business leaders.

“The one thing above all is the ability to make choices,” he said. “If you 
get a great education, you will have choices throughout your professional 
career.” n

—Lauren Eichmann

Then and Now 

	M aking Choices

 “If you get a great education, 

you will have choices throughout 

your professional career.”

Celebration in Chicago
Annual Luncheon Honors Faculty and Alumni

Illini converged in Chicago in early March for the 46th annual 
Spring Luncheon honoring outstanding teachers and loyal College 
of Business alumni. 

Dean Avijit Ghosh welcomed the crowd of almost 600 to the luncheon, 
highlighted recent initiatives in the classroom, and invited alumni to 
attend the April groundbreaking ceremony in Champaign. 

Brooke Elliott, assistant professor of accountancy, received the 
Excellence in Teaching award for undergraduate teaching. Abbie 
Griffin, professor of business administration, was named as the 
recipient of the Excellence in Teaching award for graduate teaching. 
Teaching assistant David Piercey was honored for his work in the 
Department of Accountancy.

Norma Lauder received the Appreciation Award for her generous 
efforts on behalf of the College. A three-term chair of the Dean’s 
Business Council, she has been a guest speaker in the College on 
numerous occasions and is a member of the Investing in Excellence 
campaign steering committee. 

“I treasure my Illinois education,” Lauder said upon accepting her 
award. She had a distinguished career in taxation having served 
in leadership roles in such firms as Bank One, Beatrice Companies, 
and Discover Financial Services. She is now the academic program 
director for the MS in Taxation program in Chicago. “This is my 
dream job,” she said. “It’s rewarding, fun, and engaging to work with 
the College.”

Keynote speaker and recipient of the Distinguished Alumnus Award, 
Michael Tokarz said that he was humbled by the honor. “It’s great 
to be home,” he said, noting that his definition of home was an 
“affectionate and safe place.” Tokarz’s successful career has taken 
him to Miami and New York when he worked for Continental Illinois 
National Bank and Trust, KKR, and, now, the Tokarz Group. Although 
for the last 26 years he had viewed Illinois from afar, he told his 
fellow alumni that “my heart remains in Illinois and Chicago.” 

Tokarz looked to the future in his keynote, commenting that 
Americans fear rising energy costs and competition from China. But 
one need look no further than Illinois, he said, to discover some assets 
that could be an answer to these challenges: the state’s immense coal 
reserves, its fields of corn, and the navigable rivers. Putting these 
pieces together, noted Tokarz, is IllinoisVENTURES, a company that 
helps new companies get seed and venture capital, recruit management 
talent, develop business plans and provide other services essential for 
success. Tokarz is on the board of managers of IllinoisVENTURES. n

Norma Lauder and 
Michael Tokarz
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“You have an experience tool box on your back, and 
you should put as many tools in there as possible,” 
said Steven Strobel ’80 when he delivered the Alan M. 
Hallene Lecture in mid-February.

Strobel, senior vice president and corporate controller 
for Motorola, reflected on his experiences at Motorola, 
a global communications leader. He told students that 
it is their job to become “a preferred employee.” Strobel 
recommended that students look at the bigger picture and determine how 
they fit in and how they can help the company succeed. “Think ‘What am I 
doing and how does it fit into the larger company vision?’ You’re in charge 
of your employability.” 

Steven Strobel received a BS in accountancy from Illinois and began his 
career in 1980 as a CPA. Before joining Motorola in 2003, Strobel was the 
vice president of finance and treasurer for Owens Corning and previously 
worked for American Hospital Supply Corporation and Kraft.

C.K. Prahalad, a world-renowned educator, business 
thinker, author, and consultant, delivered another Alan 
M. Hallene Lecture on April 21. Prahalad, the Paul and 
Ruth McCracken Distinguished University Professor 
of Corporate Strategy at the University of Michigan, 
believes companies that strive to serve the world’s five 
billion poor people have the potential to earn huge 
profits by viewing the poor as creative entrepreneurs 
and value-conscious consumers.

His lecture, titled “Democratizing Commerce,” focused around the question 
of how everyone, including the poor, can have access to the benefits of the 
global economy. “Poverty we can see. Opportunity is not that obvious,” 
Prahalad said. “The bottom of the pyramid is an extraordinary opportunity 
for innovation.” 

Companies need to view those who occupy the lowest rung of the economic 
ladder as active markets that offer great opportunity. Success at the bottom 
of the pyramid is not all about intellect. Prahalad said that the private sector 
must tackle the challenge with imagination, passion, courage, humanity, 
and also hope for some luck.

The Hallene Lecture honors Alan M. Hallene, a generous contributor to The 
Hoeft Technology & Management Program, a joint minor in the Colleges 
of Business and Engineering. 

Sam Zell delivered an insightful lecture entitled “Life 
from an Entrepreneur’s Perspective” and subtitled 
“What Makes Sammy Run.” During the presentation, 
Zell explained how his unique outlook and willingness 
to take risks have made him a success in the real estate 
industry. A native of Seattle, Zell grew up in Chicago 
and received his undergraduate and law degrees from 
the University of Michigan. After graduation, he became 
involved in real estate around Michigan, and later 

branched out to other industries including railcars and insurance. During 
the lecture, Zell stressed the importance of keeping things simple rather 

than coming up with complicated ideas and techniques. According to Zell, 
a key to his success was “simple and unfettered ideas, steps that go from 
one step to the other.” 

Sharon Allen, chairman of Deloitte & Touche USA LLP, 
spoke to more than 250 when she presented the annual 
Leighton Lecture on Leadership and Ethics in late March. 
Leadership, she said, is “about raising the bar and getting 
the best performance out of someone and yourself.” 
Rather than select one person as her role model, Allen 
chose to create what she called a composite role model, 
with outstanding features from several colleagues. 
Good communicators who can “paint a picture so clear 

you want to stand in it” are, according to Allen, good motivators and 
exceptional consensus builders. People who make tough decisions and stick 
to them and those who create a “vision of success” also have traits Allen 
admires and emulates. She also advised taking responsibility for your own 
career, never assuming that the people around you know what you are 
contributing, and seeking out a mentor, a relationship that Allen said was 
“incredibly important” to her more than three decade career with Deloitte. 

Allen used her visit to campus to announce Deloitte’s support for the new 
Center for Professional Responsibilities in Business and Society. See related 
article on page 5.

The Accountancy Lyceum series 
kicked off the spring semester with a 
presentation by Rhode Island’s Audi-
tor General Ernest Almonte (left), with 
accountancy head Ira Solomon, who 
delivered a message of fiscal aware-
ness at the federal, state, and local 
levels. Almonte told undergraduate 

students and faculty members that they need to push for accountability 
and transparency in all levels of fiscal reporting so that they—and other 
members of the public—are better informed. Accounting professionals, he 
said, “have to learn to tell people what they need to hear.”

Other lyceum series presenters were co-presenters Bruce Piller of KPMG 
LLP and Patrick Roxworthy from YUM! Brands and Timothy Flynn, CEO 
of KPMG LLP. Deloitte & Touche Chairman Sharon Allen’s visit was also 
part of the series.

The Turkish state minister for foreign trade, Kürsad 

Tüzmen, visited campus at the end of March, his first 
visit to Urbana since receiving an MS in 1991. Tüzmen 
said in a lecture during his visit that he was in the US 
to launch a new strategy to increase trade with the 
US that will focus on six states, including Illinois. In 
recent years, Turkey has been successful in significantly 
increasing its regional trade by recognizing that it needs 
to co-exist with its neighbors even when the foreign 
policies of both nations are at odds. “We took a political risk with this 
policy,” he said. For more about Kürsad Tüzmen, see the alumni profile on 
page 7. n

—Sarah Judd, Melissa Paraf, Lane Song, and Jenny Winkler covered these events

Shop Talk

Visiting Business Leaders  
Share Thoughts, Challenges

Each semester the College welcomes visiting executives who share their 
knowledge and expertise with graduate and undergraduate students. 
Speakers during the spring 2006 semester represent a broad spectrum of 
business and entrepreneurship.
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Martha Green 
		  Honored as Outstanding Staff Member

Martha Green was named as the recipient of the 2006 Outstanding Staff 
Award in March. Colleagues call her proactive with advanced customer 
service skills. 

“I told someone that if I do my job right, most people don’t know who I 
am,” she says. “If I do my job right, people don’t have payroll problems.” 
Green said she was pleasantly surprised after learning she had won the 
award. “I was really shocked, very honored, and very pleased.” During an 
April ceremony, Green officially received her award and $1,000 check. 

In fact, April 2006 marks Green’s 30-year anniversary working for the 
College of Business. Besides jobs she held as a student at Parkland College, 
she has never worked elsewhere. Green was hired at Illinois after graduating 
from Parkland with a degree in legal and secretarial studies. 

Her first job as receptionist for the dean of the College of Business was 
followed by a number of promotions. She transferred to the administrative 
services office in 2003.

Colleagues say that Green is friendly and hard-working, and cite her 
willingness to go the extra mile to make sure appointments and timecards 
are correct. Given her current responsibilities as the College’s resident 
expert on the University’s human resource system, her reputation for being 
timely is critical. Says Linda Smith, a secretary with the finance department, 
“She’s got a big job. She’s very professional and very helpful.” n 

—Lauren Eichmann

Outstanding AP Award to Meerdink

For her work with students, Lois Meerdink was named as the College’s 
Outstanding Academic Professional in 2006. As the assistant dean for career 
services and director of the Business Career Services office, Meerdink and 
her staff of 11 work with Business students looking for full-time jobs and 
internships. 

“We help students explore careers and develop skills employers look for,” 
notes Meerdink. “Our goals are to equip students with the tools they 
need to market themselves and to assist in accessing employers.” Today’s 
employers, says Meerdink, are looking for practical experience. “They want 
students with leadership, initiative, and good communication skills.”

During the first year of the job shadow program, launched in 2005, 215 
undergraduates spent a day at 85 companies “Students got advice from 
alumni and observed the workplace firsthand,” Meerdink says.

The employer forum is another venue where students obtain direct 
information about potential employers and career opportunities. The online 
recruitment management system makes it possible for students to research 
employment options around the clock. This type of 24/7 information 
environment was unheard of a decade ago and shows how Meerdink’s 
leadership has helped the College stay current with technology. 

“It’s been exciting and rewarding to have so many more opportunities 
available for students,” Meerdink says. “Now we’re ready to take our work 
to a higher level.” n

—Lane Song

Pearson Named 
		  Brandt Distinguished Professor

Neil D. Pearson was named as the Harry A. Brandt Distinguished Professor 
in Financial Markets and Options in May. He has been an IBE Fellow in 
Finance since 2002.  

Pearson is one of the country’s leading academic experts in the field of 
financial economics, particularly the growing sub-field relating to futures 
and options, derivatives trading, and financial risk management.  His 
research in this area is universally regarded for its creativity, its high 
quality and for the impact it has had on the discipline. 

He has consulted for a number of US and international banks, working on 
term structure models, the evaluation of derivatives pricing models, and 
issues that arise in the computation of “value at risk” measures.  

The Harry A. Brandt Distinguished Professorship in Financial Markets 
and Options was established in 1987 by a gift from Harry Brandt ’56 to 
provide academic leadership in the area of financial markets and options. 
Brandt served as the president of Brandt and Associates in Chicago, a firm 
specializing in processing transactions for options traders.  

Pearson received his PhD in finance from MIT and his AB from Princeton 
University.

He received the campus award for excellence in off-campus teaching in 
2004. He is the co-editor of the Economics Bulletin, Journal of Financial 
and Quantitative Analysis, and Journal of Financial Economics. n

Vonnahme Named 
		  Fox Family Distinguished Clinical Professor

In March, Mark Vonnahme was named as the first holder of the Fox Family 
Distinguished Clinical Professorship in the Department of Finance. 

A member of the faculty since early 2004, Vonnahme teaches courses in 
the areas of property and casualty insurance and risk management and 
is an active mentor. He also plays a leadership role in the Office of Risk 
Management and Insurance Research (ORMIR).

Prior to joining the College he spent over thirty years in the property 
casualty and surety industries, retiring in September 2003 as the president 
and CEO of CNA Surety Corporation, the largest publicly traded surety 
organization in the US. He started his career with CNA in 1972 after 
obtaining a graduate degree in finance from the University of Illinois. 
Vonnahme also has a bachelors in finance from Illinois.

A CPA, he is a member of the Illinois CPA Society, and a past chair of 
the construction accounting committee. He has served on the board of 
directors of CNA Surety Corporation, and DeMontfort Insurance PLC, a UK-
based insurance and bonding company. Vonnahme is a past chairman of 
the board of directors of The Surety Association of America and has served 
on the American Insurance Association’s Fidelity and Surety Committee as 
well as on the Surety Information Office Policy Board.

An endowment from Peter and Kim Fox, supporters of the College and 
the Urbana campus, established the Fox Family Distinguished Clinical 
Professorship in the summer of 2005. n

from left: Neil D. Pearson, Mark Vonnahme, 
Martha Green, and Lois Meerdink
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H o n o r s

Brooke Elliott, assistant professor of accountancy, 2006 Excellence-
in-Teaching Award for Undergraduate Teaching from the College of 
Business Alumni Association and the College of Business

Abbie Griffin, professor of business administration, 2006 Excellence-
in-Teaching Award for Graduate Teaching from the College of Busi-
ness Alumni Association and the College of Business

Norma Lauder, academic director of the MS in Taxation program in 
Chicago, College of Business Appreciation Award from the College  
of Business Alumni Association

Nicholas Petruzzi, associate professor of business administration, 
2006 recipient of the Campus Award for Excellence in Graduate and 
Professional Teaching

David Piercey, teaching assistant and PhD student in accountancy, 
2006 Excellence-in-Teaching Award for Teaching Assistants from the 
College of Business Alumni Association and the College of Business

A p p o i n t m e n t s

Robert van der Hooning to assistant dean for executive and profes-
sional programs (Chicago office)

D e a t h s

Ted Rabun, professor of accountancy, died in Aiken, SC, Dec. 2005 n

Brooke Elliott	 Abbie Griffin	 Nicholas Petruzzi	 David Piercey

class notes
1940s–1950s
Lloyd De Boer ’47, PhD ’57 and his wife, 
Virginia, gave up their snowbird designation 
and recently selected a permanent residence. 
The couple felt they could deal better 
with the heat of Arizona than the cold of 
Wyoming. He is dean emeritus at George 
Mason University.

Gerson Stroud MS ’48 touched many lives as 
an educator in Charlotte, NC. Now that he is 
confined to a nursing home, his wife, Daisy, 
has established a foundation that honors his 
legacy as an educator and the couple’s role 
as civil rights leaders. 

Ronald Rigoni ’56 will help future Danville 
High School graduates attend the U of I. In 
February, he established a bequest to fund 
scholarships for deserving DHS graduates. 

Rigoni, a sports standout in high school, is 
retired and living in Florida.

Neil Bluhm ’59 wants to build a casino in 
a former sugar refinery in Philadelphia. He 
applied for a slot-machine license for the 
casino in December. He is president of JMB 
Realty in Chicago.

1960s
Lew Collens ’60 is president of Illinois 
Institute of Technology and one of only a 
handful of higher education presidents who 
write blogs. During the first 24 hours of his 
blog, he logged more than 300 comments, 
ranging from the quality of food in the 
cafeteria to the price of transcripts. Collens 
is using the blog input and comments 
from scheduled meetings to help develop a 
strategic plan for IIT.

F r a n k  B  a s s  P h D  ’ 5 4  was honored 

in November when the University of 

South Australia in Adelaide created the 

Ehrenberg-Bass Institute for Marketing 

Science, named for Bass and Andrew 

Ehrenberg of 

South Bank 

University in 

London. Bass 

is the Eugene 

McDermott 

University 

of Texas System Professor of 

Management at UT-Dallas. The Bass 

model is used to predict the sales 

and life cycles of various consumer 

products. 

	 The journal Management Science said 

that the paper describing his model is 

one of the most-cited research papers 

in the journal’s 50-year history.

	 —Ascribe Newswire, 11/01/05

E d i to r ’ s  N ot e :  News about alumni comes from a variety of sources, including 

in-depth articles in newspapers and magazines. Starting with this issue, we are 

including longer class notes derived from some of these interesting and timely 

articles. For additional information, check the resource listed.

www.billkamin.com

W i l l i a m  K  a m i n  ’ 5 2  writes that 

he is pursuing an active life as a 

travel photographer. His website has 

photos from trips around the globe. 

He took early retirement from Dole 

Food Company where he worked in 

the US and abroad in the banana 

and pineapple business. He has also 

worked as a financial consultant and 

adjunct faculty member in the San 

Francisco area.

	 —Ascribe Newswire, 11/01/05

Staffing News

Richard George ’61, MAS ’62 was appointed 
to the board of True Value Company in 
November 2005 and will stand for election in 
March 2006. George had a long career with 
various segments of the Jewel Companies 
and is a member of Alpha Capital’s CEO 
advisory group and chairman of Fund III’s 
CEO advisors.

Anthony Petullo ’61 is an art collector of note 
who has a gallery in Milwaukee. Petullo's 
art was shown at Intuit in Chicago. 

Jon David Epstein ’65 and his wife, Beth, 
made a gift of more than $1 million to create 
a professorship in the College of Law. The 
gift will also support research and programs 
in healthcare law and policy.

Lawrence Moreau ’65, MAS ’68 was elected 
to the board of directors of Sequenom, 
Inc. in October. He serves as chair of the 
audit committee. He has 35 years of public 
accounting and finance experience and is 
currently retired.

David Brezinski ’66 retired in 2004 from the 
partnership of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 
after 25 years in management consulting 
services with that firm, and Coopers & 
Lybrand. He is staying active by serving on 
the board of United Cerebral Palsy of Oregon 
and SW Washington. He enjoys skiing, scuba 
diving, and sports car rallies.

William Austin ’67 was elected chairman of 
the board of Attorneys’ Title Guaranty Fund. 
A partner in an Effingham law firm, he was 
first elected to the board in 1986.

James Mahoney mba ’67 was elected to the 
board of directors of PolyMedica Corp in 
November 2005. He is president and advisor 
of the Mahoney Group that he founded in 
2005. He co-founded the venture capital and 
equity investment firm HLM Management 
where he worked for 20 years.

Edward Moneypenny mas ’67 retired as senior 
VP and CFO of 7-Eleven late last year. He’s 
keeping his hand in, though: he is serving 
as an advisor to the firm throughout 2006. 
Moneypenny has been an active supporter 
of the College and served on the Dean’s 
Business Council.

Malcom Gillis PHD ’68 is the new chairman of 
the board of a Houston nonprofit group that 
promotes biotech businesses. A member of 
the BioHouston board since 2001, Gillis, the 
former president of Rice University, will serve 
a two-year term and volunteer his time.

Michael Houston ’68, Ms ’69, phd ’73 is 
sharing the deanship at the Carlson School of 
Management at the University of Minnesota 
with a colleague. He assumed responsibility 
for the day-to-day management of the 
Carlson School in November and will serve 
until July 2006, when the new dean takes 
over the job. Houston has been on the 
Minnesota faculty since 1986.

Richard Berg ’69 was appointed president of 
Smiths Aerospace’s landing gear business in 
December 2005. Berg is based in Santa Ana, 
CA. The company is a leading transatlantic 
aerospace systems and equipment firm.



12	 Alumni  News & Notes

class notes

1970s
James Jiambalvo ’70, MAS ’73 was named 
dean of the University of Washington 
Business School in 2005. A CPA, he is the 
PwC and Alumni Professor in Accounting. 
Since joining UW in 1977, he has served as 
the chair of the accounting department and 
the faculty director of E-Business. Jiambalvo 
is founding editor of the journal E-Business 
Review.

Paul Ruff ’70 came home to Paris, IL, in April. 
He was named the city administrator for the 
community, the same job he held during the 
1990s. He had been the city administrator 
for Mt. Zion since 1999. 

Steve Kaplan ’72 was appointed to the 
board of directors of Behringer Harvard 
Opportunity REIT, Inc in February. He will 
serve as an independent director on the audit 
and nominating committees and as chair of 
the compensation committee. Kaplan is an 
attorney in Dallas.

Fred Ebeid PhD ’74 was named dean of the 
School of Business and Technology at the 
University of Wisconsin-Parkside and will 
start his new job in July. He was the dean 
of the College of Business and Technology at 
Western Illinois University in Macomb. 

Austin J. Jaffe ’74, ms ’75, phd ’78 was named 
chair of the Insurance and Real Estate 
department at Pennsylvania State University 
in January. He is the Philip H. Sieg Professor 
of Business Administration and serves as 
director of the international programs for 
the Smeal College of Business. As a faculty 
member for more than 25 years, he was 
honored with a 25-year chair this past year. 
His areas of expertise are real-estate financial 
analysis, the economics of property rights, 
the economic effects of legal institutions, 
and the conceptual basis of property.

Shiv Jhawar ’74 MAS published “Building a 
Noble World through Spirituality” in 2004. 

Jerome Rasnak ’74 ’75 MBA joined The 
PrivateBank as an associate managing 
director and controller of their Chicago 
office. He was previously with Northern 
Trust Company. He lives in Hinsdale. 

Thomas Abate ’76 was named CFO 
and treasurer in December of Edwards 
Lifesciences Corporation, a company that 
produces technologies to treat advanced 
cardiovascular disease. Abate was previously 
corporate VP and controller of the Irvine, 
CA, firm.

David Jump ’76 is a real-estate investor 
in St. Louis. He saw value where others 
didn’t when he purchased some buildings 
downtown during the last six years and sold 
them at a profit earlier this year.

Stephen McCarthy ’76 is executive VP of 
global customer sales and services for Tellabs, 
where he is responsible for sales, marketing, 
customer service, and communications for 
the wireless and wireline network solutions 
company.

John Schneider, JR. ’76 was elected to the 
board of directors of Private Business, 
Inc., a provider of technology solutions for 
financial institutions. He is vice-chairman 
and CEO of Independent Bankers’ Bank in 
Springfield, IL.

James Neckopulos ’77 has established JMN 
Associates, a consulting firm that focuses 
on financial services, real estate, insurance, 
manufacturing, and service industries. He 
has more than 25 years of experience in the 
financial services industry.

George Timberlake ’77 MBA is retiring at the 
end of this year. He has been the at-large 
circuit judge for the Second Judicial Circuit 
in Illinois.

Kris Kaland ’78 married Rob McMasters in 
November 2005. She is a partner with Clifton-
Gunderson Accounting in Milwaukee.

Larry Schulz ’78 launched a new car repair 
business called Auto-Lab in October. He and 
his business partner, a friend from his Little 
League days, are making use of vacant repair 
centers at Kmarts in the Chicago area. In 
addition to his new venture, he is president of 
Schulz Motor Parts in Chicago Heights, IL.

Martin Welch ’78 was named president and 
COO of Employers Insurance Group (EIG) 
in January. EIG, based in Reno, NV, is a 
commercial property and casualty insurance 
firm. Welch has been with the firm since 
2004.

William Brennan ’79 has been president of 
Skokie-based Forsythe Technology Inc since 
October. He was senior VP of sales at the 
firm for several years and was formerly with 
IBM. He is optimistic about the future and 
plans to add 15 percent more staff this year.

Skip Cummins mba ’79 was the subject of a 
profile in Continental Comm magazine in 
February. His business acumen is being put 
to the test as he promotes an implantable 
electronic device to prevent epileptic seizures. 
He is president and CEO of Cyberonics in 
Houston.

Jack F. Lasday ’79 is a senior vice president 
at Smith Barney in the wealth management 
division. He was named as one of America’s 
top financial advisors in a ranking released 
by Barron’s magazine in collaboration with 
"Winner’s Circle" author RJ Shook.

1980s
Mary Augustine Berger ’80 earned the 
designation of Project Management 
Professional in 2005. PMP Certification 
is the profession’s most recognized 
global credential. Berger teaches process 
consultation for the University of Phoenix. 
She and her husband, Steve, reside in 
Brooklyn Park, MN.

Mike Byster ’81 was interviewed by the 
Chicago Sun-Times in February about 
his ability to do complex mathematical 
calculations in his head. A retired Merc 
trader, Byster has, for example, figured out 
the pattern used when the state assigns 
drivers license numbers.

Pamela Joseph ’81 was elected to the Paychex 
board of directors in November 2005. She is 
chairman of US Bancorp Payment Services 
and CEO of NOVA Information Systems. 

Greg Peterson ’81 met Mary Harada in Whole 
Foods in Manhattan and proposed on the 
southern rim of the Grand Canyon. The couple 
was married in Sun Valley, ID, on New Year’s 
Day, 2005. They received an early Christmas 
present later that year when son Ryan was 
born on December 20. He is the national 
private equity leader for the transaction 
services proactive of PricewaterhouseCoopers 
based in New York City.

Stan Lewis ’82 is the new athletic director 
at Normal West High School. He makes 
his move this July from Champaign Unit 
4 schools where he has held a variety of 
roles, including assistant business manager, 
business educator, and baseball coach.

L e s t e r  M  c K e e v e r  J r .  ’ 5 5  was inducted into the 

Navy Pier Hall of Fame in 2006. He is managing principal 

for Washington, Pittman and McKeever, a Chicago-based 

accounting and management consulting firm. A long-time 

member of the Dean’s Business Council, he is also the current 

treasurer of the University of Illinois Board of Trustees. He 

has served as chair of the board of directors for the Federal 

Reserve Bank of Chicago.
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Curtis Stoelting ’82 joined the board of 
directors of Regal-Beloit Corporation in 
December 2005. He is the CEO of RC2 
Corporation, a firm that produces high-
quality toys and collectibles. 

Debra Walker ’82 was appointed to the 
Illinois Supreme Court Commission on 
Professionalism in January. She is a partner 
in the Chicago law firm Clausen Miller PC.

Michael Henneman mba ’83, co-founder of 
Champaign-based Royal Properties, brokered 
a deal with American Campus Housing in 
December 2005 to sell his firm for $245 
million. Royal has more than a dozen 
student housing projects in 10 university 
communities, mainly in the South. 

Alan Howe ’83 was named to the board of 
directors of DynTek in March. Howe is VP of 
strategic and wireless business development 
for Covad Communications.

Michael Lyman ’83 was named executive VP 
and chief strategy officer for BearingPoint.

Thomas Siebel MBA ’83 funded a 
saturation campaign in Montana about 
methamphetamine addiction. The chairman 
of First Virtual Group has a home in Montana. 
The hard-hitting ads were the subject of an 
article in the New York Times in February. 

Bill Stitt ’84 joined Deutsche Bank as 
a managing director specializing in the 
healthcare services sector. He has more than 
20 years of experience in the banking and 
healthcare industries.

Mark Syska ’84 served as an interim member 
of the Hampton Falls, NH, School Board last 
fall. A career law clerk for the First Circuit 
Court of Appeals, he lives in Hampton Falls, 
with his wife and two young children. 

Mark Neville emba ’85 was elected to the 
American Fundraising Professional board 
of directors. His three-year term began 
in January 2006. Neville is director of 
corporate and foundation relations at the 
Mayo Foundation in Rochester, MN.

Jana Pottorff ’85 is finance director for 
Mead Johnson Nutritionals, a unit of Bristol-
Myers Squibb. She was on campus last fall 
recruiting for the company.

James Sheehan ’85 is executive VP, general 
counsel, and CAO for Tellabs, where he is 
responsible for the company’s global legal 
organization and human resources. Tellabs 
is a wireless and wireline network solutions 
company. 

C o l l e g e  o f  B  u s i n e s s  a l u m n u s  R  o b e r t  C  .  C  a m p b e l l  ’ 5 4  and A l i c e 

C a m p b e l l ,  who graduated from the College of Law, received the University of Illinois 

Distinguished Service Award this spring from the U of I Alumni Association for their 

extraordinary commitment, dedication, and service for 

the advancement of Illinois. 

The Campbells, who live in Los Angeles, are founders 

of the real-estate firm, The Robert Campbell Co. 

Generous supporters of Illinois, the couple has 

established two endowed chairs on campus, supported 

the Matthews Scholars program, and funded Campbell 

Hall for Public Telecommunication. The new Alice 

Campbell Alumni Center, which opened in May, is a 

result of their lead gift.
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Mark Watson ’85 became chairman, CEO, 
and chief investment officer of Keel Asset 
Management LLC in February. Located in 
Chicago, Keel is an employee-owned boutique 
firm that focuses on managing assets 
administered by a variety of institutions. 

Nancy Temple ’86 was a speaker at an 
American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants seminar in New York in 
January. 

Deborah Burkhart mba ’87 is a principal at 
Ross Barney + Jankowski in Chicago.

Lisa French mba ’87 is director of annual 
giving at the Chelsea United Methodist 
Retirement Community. She and her husband 
live in Michigan.

Darrell Vierling emba ’87, a member of the 
Morton Village Board, was profiled in the 
Morton Courier earlier this year. Vierling is 
serving for a second time on the board. He is 
with Caterpillar in East Peoria.

Dan Connell ’88 was elected to the board of 
directors of Property-Casualty Companies 
in February. He is also VP, treasurer, and 
secretary with Pekin Insurance. A CPA, he 
and his wife, Erin, live in Pekin, IL, with their 
four children.

Michael Glickman mba ’88 is VP of wireless 
incumbent carriers with Cisco Systems. A 
loyal alumnus, he added the U of I to Cisco’s 
recruiting list when the company began 
seeking new employees in December. He 
lives in New Jersey.

Amy Hamilton ’89 was named CFO of CS 
Stars LLC, a division of Marsh, based in 
Chicago.

Lisa Kelly ’89 joined NitroMed as VP for human 
resources earlier this year. She is responsible 
for all HR functions at the Massachusetts-
based pharmaceutical company.

H o w a r d  E  n g l e  ’ 7 2 ,  shown with his wife Debra ’71 (elementary education), was 

named a recipient of the 2006 Chicago Illini of the Year award that recognizes the 

accomplishments of Chicago-area graduates of the Urbana campus. Distinguished 

alumni recipients are selected because of contributions both to their profession and 

the community, particularly the city of Chicago. 

Engle is a partner with Deloitte & Touche, 

specializing in advising US multinationals on 

conducting business outside of the United States. 

His activities in Chicago include serving as 

president of The Standard Club, on the board of 

the 1959 White Sox Foundation, and with the 

Jewish United Fund. Engle has served the College 

in numerous roles and is currently a member of the 

Board of Overseers and the steering committee for 

the Investing in Excellence campaign. UI
 A

lu
m

ni
 A

ss
oc

ia
tio

n/
Ll

oy
d 

De
Gr

an
e 

 

John Steele ’96 was promoted to managing 
director of Huron Consulting Group. Based 
in the Chicago office, he focuses on the 
health insurance industry.

Timothy Walker ’96 married Kimberly Taylor 
in July 2005. He is employed at SBC. The 
couple resides in Crystal Lake, IL.

Brian Boys ’97 married Elisabeth Ellis in 
August 2005. He is employed by the National 
Futures Association in Chicago, where the 
couple lives.

Becky Klie ’97 married Andrew Malloy in 
September 2005. She is a CPA with Shapiro 
Flom and Company in St. Louis. The couple 
lives in Clayton, MO.

1990s
Peter Sheu msf ’91 was named CFO at eGene 
Inc., a biotechnology firm based in Irvine, 
CA. He has 15 years experience in capital 
markets.

Kerry Sutton ’91 was a candidate for the 
Democratic nomination for an at-large 
circuit judge seat in the Second Judicial 
Circuit in Illinois. He and his wife, Gretchen, 
have two children and live in Norris City.

Mia Fromknecht ’92 married Joseph Scanlon 
in August. She is a consultant with Deloitte 
Tax. The couple resides in Chicago.

Chris Riley mba ’92, mstax ’98 was given the 
Rising Star Award by the Illinois Association 
of Park Districts in February. He serves on 
the Decatur Park Board but his history with 
the park district goes back to his youth when 
he participated in various singing programs. 
He works for ADM.

Richard Bergman ’93 was named VP of 
the investment advisory group at Mesirow 
Financial in Chicago. A CFP, Bergman has 
been in the financial services industry for 
more than 12 years. In the press release about 
his appointment, he credited Finance faculty 
member David Sinow with his decision to 
join the industry.

Christopher Locke ’93 was named senior 
VP and CFO of Rewards Network Inc., a 
provider of loyalty and rewards programs 
in the restaurant industry, headquartered 
in Chicago. He was with WS Telecom 
Acquisition before joining Rewards.

E. Michael O’Malley ’93 was named the FAA’s 
chief of staff in March. He was previously a 
deputy assistant secretary for policy in the 
office of the Secretary of Transportation.

Danielle M. Tisci ’93 married David J. Scott 
in May 2005. She is a senior manager in 
the financial services advisory practice with 
Ernst & Young LLP in Chicago. 

Quintin Anderson ’94 is manager of ProAd 
Signs & Lighting in Rocklin, CA. He lives in 
San Francisco.

Kenneth Heinz ’94 is the manager of the 
investment management division for HFR 
Asset Management, LLC. He lives in Park 
Ridge, IL.

Mike Killeen mba ’94 owns Killeen Studio, 
an architectural and development firm, in 
St. Louis.

Bruce Johnson ’95 married Michele Overall 
in September 2005. He is a senior manager 
with Grant Thornton, LLP. The couple resides 
in Parker, CO.

Thomas Loftus ’95 announced his candidacy 
for Cook County Circuit Court in January. 
He is an assistant state’s attorney in the 
juvenile justice system. He was one of seven 
candidates for the Democratic nomination. 

Michael Price ’95 married Lynda Adams 
in June 2005. He is a corporate pilot for 
a nonprofit charitable organization. The 
couple resides in Elburn, IL.

Brett Seeman ’95 married Crystal Larson in 
June 2005. He is a math teacher at a high 
school in Anchorage, AK, where the couple 
resides.

Joy Walton ’95 was promoted to managing 
director of Huron Consulting Group. Based 
in the Chicago office, she assists research 
universities and academic medical centers 
with technology solutions for their research 
enterprise. 

Jane Eades emba ’96 and her husband David 
made a gift of more than $3 million to the 
Illinois National History Survey. The gift will 
create the Orthoptera Research Endowment 
Fund in the Center for Biodiversity.

Marie Ochoco ’96 married John Bucklar in 
August 2005. She is a first-grade teacher at 
Mark Sheridan Academy in Chicago, where 
the couple resides.

Adam Sager ’96 married Jordana Salten in 
July 2005. The couple lives in Chicago.

 W  a l t e r  B  r a n s e n ,  J r .  ’ 7 5  and his 

three daughters, Elizabeth, Lauren, and 

Lindsay, formed a team for the family 

edition of the CBS reality show “The 

Amazing Race.” The team finished a 

close second in the race that rewarded 

the top family with a grand prize of  

$1 million.

	 Competition to be on television was 

fierce with literally thousands of teams 

applying. The family had to make a short 

video and survive a series of interviews. 

Once accepted, the competition took the 

family to locations across the US and 

Canada and to Costa Rica.

	 In an interview with Illinois Alumni 

magazine, Bransen said that he used 

his accountancy skills during the 

competition. “In accounting, you learn  

to deal with ambigious problems.  

Those types of thinking skills help you 

on ‘The Race’ when there’s not a right  

or wrong answer.”

	 —Illinois Alumni magazine, March-April 2006

 J o s e p h  T  e r r a n o va  MS    ’ 6 4  was ahead of his time. In 1964, Terranova decided to 

while away a few hours in the campus library with some light reading of the sports 

sections in newspapers from across the country. His research and tracking of high 

school athletes and his reports evaluating college football teams were the modest start 

to an industry that has taken off. Terranova’s “recruiting roundup,” first published in 

a Harrisburg, PA, paper in 1970 earned him a cool $2. Within a week he had more 

than 400 requests for his information. 

	 By the mid-1970s he had created National Prep Publications and the sports 

information industry was born. Today, cable channels and websites cover similar 

territory and charge far more for the information than Terranova did. “I think it’s 

been terrific for the sport,” said Terranova in an interview with NewsEdge in January. 

“I don’t know if I could have been successful today. I worked alone, and I could have 

self-imposed deadlines.” 

	 The retired special-events coordinator for Ford lives in Dearborn, MI, and winters in 

Palm Desert, CA. 

	 —Journal Gazette, 02/01/06
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Marie Koch ’97 married Andy Williams in 
August 2005. She works for Intervarsity 
Christian Fellowship in Boston. They live in 
Cambridge, MA.

Georgia Salinas ’97 was named a principal 
with the KBA Group LLP in March. She 
joined the firm in 2000 as a senior auditor.

Benjamin Younger ’97 married Kate Erkkila 
in June 2005 in a ceremony at the Adler 
Planetarium in Chicago. He is a manager for 
Grant Thornton, LLC, in Chicago. 

Brian Zabel ’97 married Tracy Kenning in 
November 2005. He owns and runs Brian 
Zabel and Associates, his CPA and law 
practice, in Morris, IL.

Jeffrey Filyaw ’98 married Jennifer Cipfl in 
April 2005. He is a senior consultant with 
IBM and attends Washington University. The 
couple lives in Shiloh, IL. 

Amanda Arbogast ’99 married Jason Rybinski 
in January. She is an information technology 
project manager for the Chicago Transit 
Authority. The couple lives in Chicago.

Brian Fredericks ’99 married Christine 
Heitzig in April 2005. He works at UniCare 
in Chicago where the couple resides.

Venture capitalists S t e v e n  M  i l l e r  ’ 8 7  (left) and B  r u c e  B  a r r o n  ’ 7 7  were guest 

lecturers in a entrepreneurship course 

in February. Miller and Barron, both 

principals with Origin Ventures 

in Northbrook, discussed venture 

capital with Assistant Professor Janet 

Bercovitz’s BA 446 class. Miller is the 

sponsor of scholarships for students in 

the College who have demonstrated 

interests in entrepreneurship.

Michael Giebelhausen ’99 married Elissa 
Ferenbach in June 2005. He is working on 
his PhD in business at Vanderbilt University 
in Nashville, where the couple resides.

John Heller emba ’99 is CIO at Caterpillar, 
a position he has held since late 2003. 
He is responsible for the company’s info 
technology, e-business, dealer business 
systems, and 6 Sigma implementation.

Bettina Linder mba ’99 changed jobs and 
home addresses in Munich, Germany. She is 
now managing consultant with Capgemini 
in the telecomm, media, and entertainment 
unit.

Michael Mabry ’99 was named president 
of Windsor Mortgage in Wilmette, IL in 
December.

Brian Neiswender ’99 married Molly 
Soldwedel in September 2005. He is 
employed by Roland Realty in Champaign.

Allan Peretz mba ’99 was recently promoted 
to regional brand manager for fabric 
softeners at Procter & Gamble. His focus 
is on Central & Eastern Europe, the Middle 
East, and Africa. The new job entails a move 
from Cincinnati to Brussels, Belgium, for 
Peretz, his wife, Lisa, and his two children.

Lane Soelberg mba ’99 was named VP of 
marking at Business.com, a leading vertical 
search engine designed for business users. 
He joined Business.com from Gateway 
Computers where he was responsible for 
marketing.

2000s
Kelly Anderson ’00 married Daniel Lloyd in 
July 2005. She is employed as a technical 
analyst at State Farm in Bloomington, IL, 
where the couple resides.

Felicity Johnston ’00 married Brian Vabulas 
in June 2005. She is working on a doctorate 
in public policy at the University of Chicago, 
where the couple lives.

Murtaza Khorakiwala mba ’00 was appointed 
as executive director of the biotech and 
active pharmaceuticals ingredients business 
for the Wockhardt Group. 

Eric Maxfield ’00 married Sarah Harms in 
July 2005. He is a sales representative for 
C.H. Robinson in Chicago.

Joseph Pecora ’00 married Kelly Bullaro last 
fall. He is the owner of Sweet Home Chicago 
Pizza in Draper, Utah. The couple resides in 
South Jordan, UT.

Michael Prosise ’00 answered questions 
for his local paper about his career and 
job as managing director of the Theatre of 
Western Springs, IL. Much of his time is 
spent working with the artistic director and 
facilitating the artistic process in addition to 
financial management, fundraising, grant 
writing, and promotion. 

Dean Stoeber ’00 married Kelly Lendman in 
May 2005. He is employed by WW Grainger. 
The couple lives in Round Lake, IL. 

Robert Sullivan ’00 married Christi Caughey 
in October. He is an operations officer for 
Oak Bank in Chicago. The couple resides in 
Orland Park, IL.

Justin Wahls ’00 married Anna Voss in 
August 2005. He is working on his MBA 
at the Wharton School at the University 
of Pennsylvania. The couple resides in 
Philadelphia.

Brian Baker ’01 married Christine Spoerl in 
August 2005. He is employed by Fitch Ratings 
in Chicago, where the couple resides. 

Michael Gift ’01 married Amy Miglio in July 
2005. He is employed by Harris Bank in 
Chicago where the couple resides.

Abby Hardwick ’01 married Aaron Clark in 
May. She is employed by the Illinois Second 
District Appellate Court in Oakbrook, as a 
law clerk. 

Melissa Kendzora ’01 married Ryan Smith in 
July 2005. She is an account manager for 
Follett Library Resources in St. Louis, where 
the couple resides.

Angel Leake MBA ’01 is pursuing a medical 
degree at UI-Chicago. While on campus, she 
was part of a team of students that worked 
with a local hospital to produce “The All-Girl 
Radio Talk Show” that focused on women’s 
health and wellness topics. Said Leake about 
the show: “It was a project that allowed 
me to merge my two worlds—business and 
medicine.”

Eric Liu MBA ’01 and his wife, Elaine, moved 
to Seattle in September. He works for 
Microsoft. The couple also has a new dog 
who has surprised them with his intelligence 
and his size (65 pounds).

Renee Maddock ’01 married Chad Osterbur in 
June 2005. She is an accountant at Martin, 
Hood, Friese & Associates in Champaign 
where the couple resides.

Michael Szczepanek ’01 married Nicole 
Carbary ’02 in October 2005. Both are CPAs 
for PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP in Chicago.

Sokhon Bouy ’02 and Cassandra Sherman 
were married in July 2005. He is an auditor 
at L.M. Insurance. The couple lives in 
Kenosha, WI. 

Nicole Carbary ’02 married Michael 
Szczepanek ’01 in October 2005. Both are 
CPAs for PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP in 
Chicago.

L a w r e n c e  Epp    l e y  ’ 8 2 ,  MAS     ’ 8 2 , 

shown here at the Spring Luncheon 

in Chicago, was re-elected to a fourth 

term as chairman of the University of 

Illinois Board of Trustees. A partner 

with Bell, Boyd and Lloyd LLC in 

Chicago, he was originally appointed 

to the Board in 2001. Eppley also 

graduated from the College of Law 

where he is a member of the Board 

of Governors and was designated a 

distinguished graduate. 

April Ciello ’02 married Brian Stark in May 
2005. She is an investment planner for Main 
Street Bank & Trust. 

Roxana Daruwalla ’02 married Christopher 
Frederking in September 2005. She is employed 
by BOX Packaging Inc as a marketing 
coordinator. They live in Algonquin, IL.

Rebecca Ferro 02, MBA ’04 married John 
Daugherty in June 2005. She is a marketing 
manager for Griffith Laboratories in Alsip. 
The couple lives in Waukegan, IL.

Vanessa Kuester ’02 married Drew Levan 
in April 2006. She is a financial executive 
with Main Street Bank & Trust Investment 
Services Center in Champaign where the 
couple lives.

Ryan Lawrence ’02 married Kelly Stark in 
October 2005. He graduated in May with a 
JD degree from John Marshall Law School. 
The couple resides in Chicago. 

Lesley Millar MBA ’02 was named the 
director of the U of I Office of Technology 
Management in February. She has held the 
post in an acting capacity since May 2005. 
She serves as the senior technology transfer 
and licensing officer for the Urbana campus.

P a t  T  r a c y  MBA     ’ 7 5  is CEO of the family 

firm Dot Foods, a nationwide network 

of food redistribution centers that 

connects producers like Del Monte with 

wholesalers ranging in size from small 

warehouses to huge distributors like 

Sysco. In an interview with the Chicago 

Sun-Times in January, Tracy said that in 

1973 he joined the firm established by 

his parent with some fresh ideas. 

“What we 

did was to 

re-engineer 

the entire 

supply 

chain so 

it made more sense. The supermarket 

chains had bulk buying power. We saw 

that if we could fill that same role for 

the independents and pass through 

much of the savings, we could vastly 

enhance their competitive position and 

provide economies to the end user like 

a school cafeteria, hotel dining room or 

neighborhood grocery.” 

	 He must be doing something right 

because Dot Foods, located in Mount 

Sterling, IL, has a commanding 40% 

market with about $2 billon in revenues.

	 —Chicago Sun-Times, 01/17/06
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Arthur King ’28, September 2005

Ralph Gunn ’30, December 2005

John Covington ’34, January 2006

Nelson Hall Layman ’35, March 2006

Elbert Maus ’34, October 2005

Roy Ricketts, Sr. ’35, October 2005

Stanley Hamman ’36, February 2006

Alfred Henning ’36, December 2005

Jeanne Scarratt Stettner ’37,  
	 October 2005

George Altmansberger ’38, March 2003

Fred Angel ’38, January 2006

Gibran Baccash ’38, February 2006

Charles Francisco ’38, September 2005

Alexander Haglund ’38, March 2006

Frank McLeish ’38, October 2005

Thomas Murphy ’38, January 2006 

William Derrough ’39, December 2005

Joseph Lanuti ’39, June 2004

Edwin Payne ’39, December 2005

Colin Reeves ’39, November 2005

Mary Alice McIntyre Roberts ’39, 		
	 January 2006

Roger Veach ’39, January 2006

Robert Zenor ’39, December 2005

Frank Peter ’40, ms ’41, November 2004

James Brown ’41, November 2004

Paul Fritch ’41, December 2005

Isabelle Purnell MS ’42, March 2006

K.C. Brown ’43, October 2005

John Devlin ’43, October 2005

Bennett Levy ’43, October 2005

Joseph Zimmerman ’43, January 2006

Renelva Hattendorf Schairer ’44,  
	 March 2006

Nell O’Byrne Shapland ’46,  
	 February 2006

Harold Victor ’46, September 2005

Eric Ekstrom ’47, December 2005

Arnold Johnson ’47, January 2006

Edwin Strand ’47, November 2005

Wilbur Bethke ’48, October 2005

Marshall Carlson ’49, January 2006

E.P. Hohmann ’49, January 2006

Edward Gibala ’49, November 2005

Thomas Kempner ’49, February 2006

John Trevillian ’49, December 2005

George Watkins ’49, November 2005

Robert Watson, Jr. ’49, March 2006

Anita White ’49, March 2006

Howard Wyman ’49, December 2005

Wilson Besant ’50, February 2006

Donald Bettisworth ’50, October 2005

Norman Christman ’50, December 2005

Jean Kaine ’50, November 2005

Russell Martin ’50, February 2006

William Meyer, Jr. ’50, February 2006

F. Waldo Roth, Jr. ’50, January 2006

Chester Sikora ’50, November 2004

Lawrence Fisherkeller ’51,  
	 December 2005

Paul Glavin ’51, December 2005

Joseph Maisto ’51, December 2005

James Armstrong, Jr. ’52, June 2003

Orville Millspaugh ’53, September 2005

Arne Nordmark ’53, February 2006

John Cain ’54, December 2005

Dan Eilers ’54, January 2006

Richard Goldin ’54, November 2005

Richard Bostrom ’55, January 2006

Joseph Keating, Sr. ’56, December 2005

John Shroyer ’56, November 2005

Edgar Twine ’56, November 2005

Jerry Bergen ’57, January 2006

Alan Johnson ’57, ms ’58, February 2006

William Prescott ’57, November 2005

Thomas Samios ’57, December 2005

James Huxel ’53, September 2005

Kenneth Cochrane ’59, November 2005

Robert Kunath ’62, October 2005

William Bloom ’64, January 2006

Elwyn “Bud” Henning ’64, November 2005

Charles Kohr ’65, October 2005

Richard Prince ’65, September 2005

James Gillette ’66, September 2005

Everett Goettsch ’66, January 2006

Leonard Maslowsky ’68, November 2005

David Hardwick ms ’69, October 2005 

Steven Henke ’69, December 2005

Karen Krueger mba ’83, December 2005 n
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F r a n k  A  n d e r s o n  ’ 9 1  established 

www.blingo.com, a website powered  

by Google and offering users chances 

to win prizes like an iPod or movie 

tickets. Winners are selected at 

random from users of the search site.  

The company was highlighted in a 

New York Times article in late 2005. 

	 One of the company’s biggest 

challenges is convincing  

winners that the prizes  

are legitimate. “People don’t 

understand that we can actually  

make money without having  

to do evil things,” says  

Anderson, who is CEO of the 

California-based firm. 

	 Anderson was previously with 

iAmaze, a start-up acquired by AOL. 

	 —Chicago Tribune, 12/03/05

Douglas Rescho ’02 married Jonna Loucks in 
July 2005. He is employed as an investment 
banker by Citigroup in Chicago.

Todd Fischer ’03 is with GMR Marketing as 
an account manager of Miller Team Sports. 
He previously was with Frankel as a senior 
account executive.

Craig Kopkash MBA ’03 married Kate Wagner 
in June 2005. He is assistant manager of 
sales planning at Wilson Sporting Goods in 
Chicago, where the couple resides. 

Kevin Secrist ’03 married Gina Rowlee 
in August 2005. He is a senior valuation 
consultant at CBIZ Valuation Group LLC in 
Chicago. The couple lives in Westmont, IL.

Brandon Steffen ’03 married Elizabeth 
Stewart in June 2005. The couple lives in 
Springfield, IL.

Susan Webber ’03 married Troy Jacobson in 
September 2005. She works for the Municipal 
Trust and Savings Bank in Bourbonnais, IL.

Michelle Wittland ’03 married Adam Miller 
in September 2005. She is a loan processor 
at the Bank of Quincy and pom-pom coach 
at Seymour Junior High School. The couple 
lives in Quincy, IL.

Denise Alba MBA ’04 works for DHL US in the 
finance area. 

Eduardo Baez MBA ’04 works for Mattel in 
their marketing department.

Julie Hightower ’04 married Joshua Rouse in 
October 2005. She is a credit analyst with 
Lafayette Bank and Trust. They reside in 
Lafayette, IN.

Seth Melton ’04 married Julie Johnson in 
January. He is a district sales manager for 
Garst Seed Company. The couple lives in 
Champaign.

Alison Tolan ’04 married Ryan Harris in June 
2005. She is employed by Lincoln Financial 
Group. The couple resides in Arlington 
Heights, IL.

Xin (Amanda) Yuan MSA ’04 received the 
Elijah Watt Sells award from AICPA in 
2004. She is an internal auditor with Lucent 
Technologies. 

Yan Zhang MSA ’04 also received the Elijah 
Watt Sells award from AICPA in 2004. She 
is currently a hedge fund accountant at DPM 
Mellon in NJ.

Lynsey Honegger ’05 is with Davis & Hosfield 
Consulting LLP in Chicago. 

Kathleen Jolley MBA ’05 married Denver 
Abernathy in July 2005. She works in 
marketing for Bearing Point. The couple 
lives in Indianapolis, IN.

Valerie Legner ’05 married Mark Johnson in 
June 2005. She is a marketing coordinator 
at AMCORE Bank in Rockford, IL, where the 
couple lives.

Joshua Thornton ’05 married Summer Daily 
in May 2005. He is an account manager for 
DDB in Chicago, where the couple resides. n

Class Notes information updated from  
October 10, 2005–March 31, 2006.

Three graduates of the MS Finance program returned to campus this spring to participate 

in an alumni panel discussion exploring careers and specialties. Speakers were (left–

right) P r a d e e p K  a l l a  MSF     ’ 0 4 , business analyst at Capital One in Virginia, 
S h a n u  Y  a d av  MSF  

’ 0 3 ,  assistant VP at Bank 

of America in Delaware, 

and G u s t av o  C  a m p o s 

MSF    ’ 9 7 , financial 

manager with Campus 

Property Management in 

Champaign.
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Summer in the City
	M eet old friends and make new ones at this casual event 
	 Held in downtown Chicago each month	

And This Fall...
	H omecoming in Urbana on October 7
	E xpanded Roundtable Series in Chicago

From accountancy to innovation management to women’s issues in  
business, there’s a lot you can learn at our monthly Roundtables  
in Chicago. The series begins this September.

For other events 
	 check the alumni events calendar:

		  www.business.uiuc.edu/alumni/


