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SOURCES AND
Sources of
Funds

� STATE FUNDS are primarily
recurring funds allocated to
the college through the cam-
pus. Tuition and fees, summer
session, and some Research
Board funds are included.
Unspent state funds lapse at
the end of each fiscal year.

� INDIRECT COST RECOVERY
FUNDS are generated by
overhead rate assessments
against sponsored programs.
Unspent funds carry forward
from one fiscal year into the
next. Some Research Board
funds are included.

� SELF-SUPPORTING FUNDS
are monies generated by and
expended in direct support of
special programs.

� GRANTS AND CONTRACTS
FUNDS are revenues from
sponsored programs. Funding
and expenditures are con-
trolled by annual budgets that
are contained in the original
agreement.

� GIFT FUNDS are contribu-
tions made by donors prima-
rily through the University of
Illinois Foundation to univer-
sity accounts. Many of these
funds are restricted by legal
agreements between the
university and donor(s) in
terms of the types of expendi-
tures that may be incurred.

Self-Supporting
14% – 6,583,038

Indirect Cost Recovery
3% – $1,293,480

Grants & Contracts
4% – $1,831,989

Gifts (restricted &
unrestricted funds)
26% – $12,569,948

State Budget
53% – $25,643,461

TOTAL SOURCES
OF FUNDS
$47,921,916

SOURCES OF FUNDS – FY1999

Self-Supporting
15% – $7,161,950

Indirect Cost Recovery
2% – $1,025,635

Grants & Contracts
4% – $1,767,283

Gifts (restricted &
unrestricted funds)
26% – $12,617,253

State Budget
53% – $25,623,052

TOTAL SOURCES
OF FUNDS
$48,195,173

SOURCES OF FUNDS – FY2000
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DEVELOPMENT

The fiscal year runs from July 1 through June 30.
Differential between sources and uses reflects restricted-use funds.

USES OF FUNDS
USES OF FUNDS – FY1999

Grad Assistants/
Hourly Wages
8% – $2,963,297

Expenses/
Equipment/Services
21% – $7,323,505

Payroll Benefits/
Student Aid/
Indirect Costs
13% – $4,503,800

Administrative
Salaries
15% – $5,398,192

TOTAL USES OF FUNDS
$35,067,614

Tenure Track
Faculty Salaries
35% – $12,117,548

Other Faculty
8% – $2,761,272

USES OF FUNDS – FY2000

Grad Assistants/
Hourly Wages
9% – $3,033,183

Expenses/
Equipment/Services
19% – $6,730,817

Payroll Benefits/
Student Aid/
Indirect Costs
12% – $4,173,758

Administrative
Salaries
14% – $4,931,174

TOTAL USES OF FUNDS
$35,269,886

Tenure Track
Faculty Salaries
38% – $13,472,150

Other Faculty
8% – $2,928,804

“It made me feel
good knowing that
there are other
people who care
about me and my
progress in school.”

– Matt Schneider
Leiby Hall scholarship recipient

College � 5



6 � Annual Report FY 2000

DEVELOPMENT

A Bright New Beginning

���������
���	�
��
�
���	������
’����������	
���
��������$	
�������������������������
���

����
�����������	��������������������
�

���������������������
�������������
������	����������
����	�	
��	����
��

��������	��
��
�
����������������
���
��

��
� �������
�����������
����������	
�	�
����
������������
��"

T

September 21, 2000, marked the beginning of a new era

for the College of Commerce. On this crystal clear day,

Commerce West was officially renamed Wohlers Hall in

recognition of the generous gift from Albert H. and Jane L.

Wohlers. A large crowd, well in excess of 350 people, was

on hand to witness the ceremony.
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Albert H. and
Jane L. Wohlers
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DEVELOPMENT

The stories of how our alumni and friends help to make a

stronger, brighter future for the College of Commerce are as

many and inspiring as those alumni and friends themselves.
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CHAIRS AND NAMED PROFESSORSHIPS

MAKING A
DIFFERENCE
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“THANK YOU.”

Lillian and Morrie Moss Distinguished
Professorship in Accountancy
Office of Real Estate Research
Professorship
PricewaterhouseCoopers Professorship in
Accountancy
John A. Schoen Endowed Chair in
Accountancy
H.T. Scovill Professorship in Accountancy
C. Clinton Spivey Distinguished
Professorship
Walter H. Stellner Professorship in
Marketing
James F. Towey Professorship in
Business Administration

Leonard C. and Mary Lou Hoeft Endowed
Chair in Commerce and Business
Administration
Investors in Business Education Distinguished
Professorship (4)
Irwin Jecha Distinguished Professorship
John M. Jones Professorship in Marketing
William G. Karnes Professorship in Mergers
and Acquisitions
William S. Kinkead Distinguished Professor-
ship in Economics
KPMG Distinguished Professorship in
Accountancy
A.C. Littleton Professorship in Accountancy
William B. McKinley Professorship in
Economics and Public Utilities

F

Arthur Andersen Professorship in
Accountancy
Fred S. Bailey Memorial Chair in Finance
Harry A. Brandt Distinguished Professor-
ship in Financial Markets and Options
Commerce Distinguished Alumni
Professorship (2)
Deloitte & Touche Professorship in
Accountancy
Ernst & Young Distinguished Professorship
in Accountancy
R.C. Evans Endowed Chair in Commerce
Stanley C. and Joan J. Golder
Distinguished Chair in Finance
Harry J. Gray Professorship in Executive
Leadership
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DEVELOPMENT

Distinguished Supporters

Ealeen Abelle
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“He considered the University of Illinois his
star, and that’s why I wanted to set up a
fund to perpetuate his memory.”
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“My deep-down feeling is that the future of
humanity is heavily dependent upon good
schools — especially large universities with
research programs. I had this in mind during
my estate planning when I chose to share
with the University of Illinois, a great school
to which I owed so very much.”
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“I received a wonderful education even though I may not
have understood at the time what I was learning and
gaining through the experience.”
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“I feel strongly about the university and education in
general. It’s such an important thing for our country to
educate our children. And we’d better do it if our
country is to remain viable.”

������
����@�	
���������������������� +
���������
��������’��� �9������������
��
�������������2�
�,�����	�	
������
�����
����
����"�:)������
�	
��������+
���
���	�
�����������
����
�����@@�
	������
��!��$	�����’�������;����	����
	�������=
�
���
�������
���� ������>"
����	�%�3�������������������������� +
�������
�����	
�����
����������	���
��
	���"����
������������	��������
����
����*������’��P����	����
����,��
��	�
	����		������������������
������
��
������������2�0����@��:�����
��

�	
������
��
�9�����������
�	
��";
=2�0����@��������	�����������������+
���	��	�����������	�3�����$	��������	��
��	
�����
����.��������������
���">
�
���������
�3��������	���������
������	
�
�������’��	���’�
���-�����"

!�
���
�����
�������
��	���������
��
�
	�������	�
���������
������
�	���		"
3��������	�������D����������
����
��
���
�
��
�
����������������	���� ���
��������
����	����
������������3
"�#����
����
��
�������������
��
���	��������+
��
���"�:9���	�/������	�������
��	�%
 ��	�;��������������:9���	���� �����
��
	��	����
�	���		�������9�����	���
	����	�������9���
�.�
�������
�����
������2�
�,���#�� ����’������"
���
��������	
�������	"������	�������

�������
����	�����������"����	����	
��

��
����	
����������� ��$	��
���	��	���
���������9�
���A���	�.����������"�9
�����?41�������
";

3��������	
�
��������	���
��
�	
���+
�����3��������	�������
�������������
�

�����
��������+�����������������%+
��������������������
�������
	���
�
�������
�������	�������@������	
��
��������������	"�9����D1����
����
���

��	����
�����0�	�A���	�������������

�����������
���
�	���		�
������)�
��%
’������"�:)���������		������	�
���
���
�	���		�;����	���"�:�����
���	
��� �������������������";

�������(������ ��
�����������	����

������
��
���������
�������������+
����"�������
��	����
����������������	
��	
���	�
��
����������
���2�
�,���&
��������
���3���������������������
��
�����
���!�����	�
�����9��������
��
�����-��
�����9���"�:����	�%�������
�������������	
������������
��
����������+
����	���	�	�;�3������	���"�:���
�������
���	�	�	�������
���	���
����’������+
���";�����B������3
�
���	�������
��
3�����	������
�����	��������
��
���
��	���
�
�����	�������������
9����������	"

:9���������������������������
����&

�
������������
���
���������
������
���������������������9�����������&
�����
������9�������
�����������+
	
�����
�
���
�������
�9���	���������
������������
�������
����%���������;
3���������������"�:9������	
������
�
��
�
���������	�
�����������
������
�������"�9
$	�	������������
��
�
����
������������
���
�������
��������������"
������$��
�

�������
������������
����	

������������
��";



18 � Annual Report FY 2000 Development � 18

DEVELOPMENTDEVELOPMENT

essentially financed his education, Trussell
found that the Hall scholarship provided
a new level of support. “It took care of a
semester’s tuition right there. What I need
is taken care of. I’m really grateful.” Short
term, he’d like to study abroad in Puerto
Rico, where he can polish his Spanish.
Long term he wants to go into investment
banking. He has done summer internships
in Chicago with Mesirow Financial and
Cole-Taylor Bank. Right now he’s off to
another meeting and, after that, the
library.

So let the hard work continue. There’ll
be sleep one day. But probably not any
time soon.

Endowment Enters Second Year
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Leiby Hall Scholar: Paul Elliott Trussell

ou can do three things in college.
You can sleep and you can be

involved. You can sleep and you can
study. Or you can study and be involved.”

“I don’t sleep.”

Such is the high-energy, tough-it-out
approach to life of Paul Trussell, an ap-
proach which has brought the Commerce
junior from Chicago’s South Side to the
Urbana campus of the University of Illinois
— via the Chicago Latin School, where he
graduated in 1998. “Latin is on the north
side of Chicago,” Trussell pointed out, in
a chat with InSight. “For four years, I took
two buses and a train to get to school.”

He went there through High Jump, a
program that identifies bright seventh- and
eighth-grade minority kids from different
areas of Chicago, and presents them with
options for their education. Trussell has
returned the favor, working for High Jump
on weekends when he’s back in Chicago,
getting out in front of kids about the
benefits of school. He has a way of drop-
ping by the Don Moyer Boys and Girls Club
to hang out with the youngsters there,
and he also regularly counsels boys at the
Champaign County Youth Detention Cen-
ter. “You want to give them some hope —
to show them, if you can, how to get on

T

the right track,” he said. The coun-
seling is part of a community service
project sponsored by his fraternity,
Iota Phi Theta, which he serves as
president. Now that the fraternity
has reactivated the NAACP student
chapter at Illinois, “I’m vice presi-
dent of the chapter, too,” he said,
wincing just a bit — perhaps think-
ing about the many, many things
there are for a guy to do. He’s
coordinator of the Peer Recruitment
Program, run by the Illinois Office of
Admissions. He sits on the African-
American Cultural Program Advisory
Board. He just joined the Finance Club —
after all he’s a finance major. And he’s got
a 3.688 GPA (on the 4.0 scale).

He has learned the value of hard work by
example — that of his mother, Helen
Trussell-Bozeman, a teacher at St.
Columbanus Grammar School. “There have
been times when my Mom has worked
four jobs at the same time. You see your
Mom working so hard — you know you
have to do well.” When the news came in
the middle of spring semester that he had
won a Leiby Hall Scholarship, “My Mom
was very happy. I don’t think I had even
told her that I had applied.” The recipient
of numerous other awards, which have
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Leiby Hall Scholar: Matt Schneider

� Tell me about your parents.
My father Jim has been self-employed since
1983. He operated an oil business from
1983 to 1996. In addition, he operated a
turkey farm with 9,000 turkeys for three
years. After he sold his oil business, he
became a truck-driver hauling trash from
Joliet, Illinois, to landfills.

My mother Sandra graduated from
Bloomington School of Practical Nursing in
1975. She keeps busy with household tasks.

� What about your siblings? Any of them
Illinois students?
My brother James, who is 24, graduated
from the U of I in 1998 with a B.S. in finance.
In addition, he received flight training with
the Institute of Aviation. He had accepted a
job as a pilot for Skywest, a company that
provides commuter services for United
Airlines and Delta Airlines. My sister Sarah is
22. She graduated from Parkland College in
1998 with an associate’s degree in nursing.
She works as a registered nurse for a doctor.
Michael, 21, is my twin. He attends Parkland
College, majoring in computer networking.
He was married in July. Mark, who is 18, is a
senior at Prairie Central High School. He is
thinking about attending U of I.

� Tell me about your volunteer work in
Cuero, Texas. Why did you go there?
What was it like?
A work team was planning to aid victims of
a flood in Cuero, Texas, during my winter
break in 1998. When I learned about it, I
decided to join the team because I would
get to see Texas for the first time, and I
would also be doing something worthwhile.
During our week down there, we put in
drywall, fiberglass insulation, and did some
cleanup. It was rewarding to know that
these people really appreciated our efforts
in helping them. P.S. I went on another
similar trip to Tarboro and Princeville, North
Carolina, over last winter break, to help
victims of Hurricane Floyd.

� What are your career plans?
I plan to continue my education with the
Master of Science with Specialization in
Taxation program. I then plan to sit for the
CPA exam. Then I want to obtain a decent
job that I would really enjoy. After gaining
more experience in the accounting profes-
sion, I would like to start my own business.

� What has receiving the Hall scholarship
meant to you?
I filled out a general application that would
consider me for all the scholarships that CBA
offered. Thus, every time I received an
envelope from CBA, I wondered if it would
be a letter saying that I won a scholarship.
One day I learned about Leiby S. Hall schol-
arships in an article and thought how nice it
would be if I won one of those. I remember
when I received the letter saying I was
selected to receive a Leiby S. Hall scholar-
ship that I got so excited that I did not even
finish reading the letter before telling one of
my roommates. Also, I called my mother
immediately to tell the great news. My family
was really pleased with the news. I really
appreciated Leiby S. Hall’s thoughtfulness
and generosity in establishing a fund for CBA
students. It made me feel good knowing that
there are other people who care about me
and my progress in college.

� Anything else?
I am looking forward to my cochlear implant
surgery this Nov. 17th as it may open an-
other exciting chapter in my life. Cochlear
implant is an implant that helps people with
hearing loss to be able to hear. Several
patients that have had this surgery told me
how it was a miracle to them.*

*Update: The surgeon was extremely
pleased with the results of Matt Schneider’s
cochlear implant. At press time the results
were being awaited as to the full extent of
his hearing restoration.

att Schneider is a junior accountancy
major from Forrest, Illinois. The follow-

ing interview was conducted by e-mail.

� Why did you choose to come to the
University of Illinois?
Location was the major reason why I chose
the University of Illinois for my education. I
live in Forrest, a small rural town about one
hour north of Champaign/Urbana. Also at the
time I made my decision, my oldest brother
James was attending U of I.

� Why did you decide to major in
accountancy?
I decided to major in accountancy because I
excelled in math compared to other fields of
study in high school. With the U of I under-
graduate accounting program ranked No. 1
in the nation and excellent opportunities for
accountants, my decision was reinforced.

� Have you found the environment here a
supportive one?
I appreciate the availability of resources that
U of I provides for students with disabilities.
For example, U of I provides me with inter-
preters at no cost. I could even schedule an
interpreter for group meetings outside the
classroom, if I wanted to, at no cost.

� What caused the loss of your hearing?
The cause of my hearing loss is still unknown.
I was about 2 years old when I was found
out to be deaf . . . . My mother noticed that
Michael, my twin, could speak some words
while I only made loud noises. Also, one
day she came to our bedroom singing to
herself. When she turned the light on,
Michael was already standing up facing the
door in the crib. I only got up after the light
was turned on.

� You said on your application that you
started out your elementary education in
a program for the deaf, but were main-
streamed in fourth grade. What impact has
that change had on your life?
The transition from the deaf program in
Bloomington to my school district had sev-
eral impacts on my life. First, I enjoyed being
with my twin and many friends at the same
school. Second, it helped me become more
integrated with the hearing world. Third, it
helped me build my auditory skills.

M
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Accounting Firm Honors Alum
with Scholarship Endowment
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Fellowship Fund Gets Boost
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Lemann Scholar: Viviane Azevedo

be accompanied by her husband Roberto
Guimarães, also a Brazilian economics
student, who will complete his own
doctoral work next spring.

Like many of her compatriots in the
Department of Economics, Azevedo
was drawn to the University of Illinois by
Professor Werner Baer, an internationally
recognized authority on the economics
of Latin America — as well as a faithful
emissary from Commerce to that part of
the world. They met in 1995 when he
came to Recife to give a lecture on the
Brazilian economy. At the time she was
studying economics at Universidade
Federal de Pernambuco. She had decided
on her major the hard way. A former
elementary school teacher, Azevedo was
initially in civil engineering (despite coun-
sel to the contrary from her father Anto-
nio, himself a civil engineer). But when she
took a course in economics, she changed
her mind forever — not to mention her
life. “In my country you cannot switch
majors,” she said, explaining that she had
to drop out of the university, take the
state examination over again, and reapply.

When, at Baer’s encouragement, she
decided to come to Illinois to study
economics, she faced even greater ob-
stacles. She spent her first eight months in
this country building her language skills at
the U of I’s Intensive English Institute. She
and Guimarães, whom she met here on
campus, were married in August of 1996.
She attended Parkland College for a year,
then transferred to the University of Illinois
— meeting the costs of her education
herself. When she graduated with her

hard-won B.S. in economics in 1999, it
was with departmental distinction. She
was also honored with an invitation to join
Omicron Delta Epsilon, the academic honor
society in economics. Her parents came
from Brazil to celebrate her achievement
and attend Commencement ceremonies.

From Azevedo’s viewpoint, the keen effort
she has spent to get here and to stay here
has undoubtedly been worth it. “I love
campus life. I love being able to spend my
whole day at the university,” she said.
“There aren’t clubs or restaurants at the
university in Recife. You just go to classes
and go home. People don’t even study at
the library there. And the people at the
college have really helped me — Professor
Dan Bernhardt helped me a lot as my
advisor. And Ted Juhl, one of my T.A.s has
been really important. He even helped me
with applications to graduate programs.”
Azevedo has in turn been encouraging her
two siblings to come to Illinois as well. Her
sister, Flavia, is to study speech and hear-
ing sciences at Illinois in the fall of 2001.
Brother Tone attended IEI, though he “did
not like being away from the family.”

Not that she doesn’t get homesick as well.
But thanks to the Internet, she has been
able to stay in close touch. She and her
mother, Flavia, e-mail one another at least
once a day. Cameras at both ends of the
connection mean that Flavia can even help
her daughter with cooking tips — like how
to make feijoada, a traditional dish of
beans, vegetables, meat, and sausage. “I
cook it for friends,” Azevedo said. “They
really like it.”

B

t’s summer all year long in Recife, which
also — unlike central Illinois — has a

gorgeous
beach. And
this is where
the differences
only begin,
when Viviane
Azevedo tries
comparing her
birthplace in
Brazil to her
intellectual
hometown in
central Illinois.

Not that she isn’t fond of Champaign-
Urbana. She loves life here. She even has
good things to say about the coffee. And
that’s no small compliment, coming from a
Brazilian. “The coffee? I like it!” smiled the
pretty and vivacious 26-year old, in a
special interview — over java, of course —
for the Commerce newsletter.

A Lemann fellowship is supporting
Azevedo in her second year of graduate
study in economics at CBA. “The award is
allowing me to study this year without the
additional responsibilities required by a
teaching fellowship,” she said. “Instead, I
do grading of papers. The work is interest-
ing, and it’s much more flexible.” Her fields
of interest presently span macroeconomics,
econometrics, and economic develop-
ment. While teaching last year was an
exciting experience, she felt the pressure
building. “I’m still in the midst of my core
requirements. It takes a year and a half.
And I’ve got six months left to go,” she
said. When she at last gets her Ph.D., she
wants to return to Recife to teach. She’ll

I

�����
���
��	�����������
��	
����
	���
��������	��������������������.��@��"

������
�	
�&�������	
��������	�&
�����	
��
�������0�����$	������
+
���
�
��!����9�������������������
��
�����?5�������
��
���(�����0�����
3������	�7�������
�*���"�7	
�
��	���



22 � Annual Report FY 2000 Development � 22

DEVELOPMENT


��0������������6���������������
�����&���
�����
��
�
���	����?�������
�����
����&�
����������	�����
���
�
��������������	���	�
��	�����
�
������	

��������������
��	
���������������	
����	
����
	������.��@��"�’�����
���

��������������0������3������	����
��
’����������’��������&�
����
�����
�
��
���
������	
����
	������
�����
�������

��������"����� 	�
��
��	���
�	
����
��+

�
���������������
���������
����
�������	�	�����
���
����������������+
	���	�
�
���	��������	�
����	������	���
��������	������.��@������������	�
��	"

�	�������	�
� ����
���0������3������	
��������
���������������0�����$	
���
��
�
�����	�������
������	
��
�9���+
���	�
���������
�������������

���������������	�
�+��������
��
���"
A����
�������������
��
���<��������

���#����	
��
������
��
�����������	
��
��������������������
��
���
�+����
����������	���	��
��	������������
�����	�
���	
�
��	����������
	����

��	������	�"����	�����������
	�
��

�����	�����
�	
����
	�	�����	
K��������@����������	���������
������	����
����������	�����"

:��������
�
�������
���!�����	�
����
9������	����
���
�	���		�������������
�������
��	����.��@����	�
�������
��������������	���������
�;�	���
0�����������������	����������������	

����$	�#����
�������"�:7�������������
���	����
�	���		��������������
����
��������9������	�������
�	����������
����	���
�
����
����"�9�	���9������	��	
��������
����������������
���	�������+
����������
���	������
��.��@������
.��@������	
����
	";

$�����)�����

Venture Capitalist
Funds Scholarship

����	�������� ����������������
��,��	�
���	����
�������
������	�����
�
�������	�����������������	���	�
����	
���	"

3
����
�������	���������	�����

��������
��6����
��I�� �����F�7���	"��	���������
�����,�������%��������������,��	�
���	�
��	��	�
���	����
�
��	
����������
�����
�����������������������	"��	�������	
��	�������������9������	���������	���("2"
�������������0���3�����������������
��6�����������	���’#�"�3
������	�
����

�
�
���!�����	�
�����’�������B�����
�
3���������.�	���		�����
���K��
���
’���
���9�	
�
�
�����
����
	�������
��+
	
��������	
���
	"������	�8���
��
��
��	����:*�����������B�����
�����
’���������<����	���;����
���$�����

���#��
����>���������.����%����
��(���
�����	"�3
�����	���
������������
�����
������@�
���	�����������3���
�	�’��+
������A�������*�	
����������.������
!�
���9���������
�����0�����	���
2���������
��9��"�=."!"9"0"2">�������
��	�	�������������+���	���������

��	
����������@�
���	�	�����	�
���-�
�����
)3�3����
������
���’�������0���
+
���	������
���.����"

����
���
�����������’�������
���	������
���3
����3������	���
����7%�����������	��	
�
��	������

�����������
������3
����=.3�������+

�����$DD>"������������	������
�������+
��
�	����������	
��
����������
�%����������������	������	���	�
���
���

	�������������
����������
�����
��+
�����������������������������
�
����������
J�	����������	�����
���
����
��������
��
��	����������
	���
�
��������������"�������	����
��	������
	
������	��
����������	��%���
�������
�������	�����������
��
�������������

���������	�������%���	�	"�9
��	���	�
������
����������
��
���������
�����
����	�����������
���	
����
�������	
��������������
�������
���’���������
’����������������������������
	
������"

����3
�����	���+��������������������
���
������������	�3
����F�#��
���	���
�����
���,��
����������’�������������
�����+����������
��(���������	���
���5"�#�����
���������������	�3
����F
#��
���	��3
����	�������	���������
�����
�������’��
����
���9������	�K��+

����’���"���������6��
�����/��������
��
��(���������	�������	���	���	�
��
����
������������
����������
������
’9K’������
	�	�	
����’��
����
���7,��
�
’���
���’������
���"�*������66�
�
��6��3
������
����	�	����������	��
��


��
���’7<����-0�9���	
���	����*��
���
5������������������
������������
��
+
������,��	�
���	�������	��	�
���	������
��	
���
������
���	�
	�������	��������
��
�������������
�������
���
"�9�
��65����
���
�������	��	����	����
���
’�� �7������’������
������������
���	����
�����������
��������������
������������	����’�� �9�
����
�������9��"�
3
������������A����
�’������
���"��	
’7<�������8���
��	��������������

T
#*�
�����



23 � Annual Report FY 2000 Development � 23

DEVELOPMENT

Avy Stein Scholar: Eric Alston

One requirement of the Stein Scholarship for Excellence is that the recipient

acknowledge the award in writing. What follows are excerpts from a letter,

dated May 24, 2000, to Avy Stein, from Eric Alston, the first recipient of the

Stein Scholarship for Excellence.

Dear Mr. Stein,

I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude for
my selection for the Stein Scholarship for Excellence. It was
fortuitous timing the day the application for the scholarship
arrived; on the same day, I heard that I had been put on the
waiting list at Harvard and at Dartmouth and I was trying to make
the decision as to whether I wanted to wait any longer, or enroll
at the U of I where I was already accepted. The opportunity to
apply for your scholarship clinched the decision for me . . . .

. . . I just signed up for my fall semester of classes and I have quite
a variety. I am in a required computer science class as well as a
high-level calculus class, as I took advanced placement calculus in
high school. I was also lucky enough to become a Chancellor’s
Scholar, which is a prestigious designation given to about 125
incoming freshmen every year. It gives me preferred course selec-
tion, access to U of I library stacks, a special study house and
computer bulletin board, and, most importantly in my opinion,
special courses. I’m really looking forward to these courses be-
cause there are about twenty students in each course, and these
are only Chancellor’s Scholars. The courses are taught by the best
professors and should be especially challenging and interesting. I
am enrolled in two honors courses in the fall. One is entitled
Madness and Literature. It explores the writings of authors consid-
ered to be masters, but also slightly if not completely insane. This
is the course I am most looking forward to because not only will it
provide me with a good challenge, but I love to read all sorts of
books and I also love to write. This course should provide me
with ample opportunities to do both . . . .

. . . I plan on taking Spanish in the upcoming years because
fluency in another language, especially one in such wide use as
Spanish, is an invaluable asset in the business world today. I have
a broad base of interests and I hope to get the chance to explore
them all in the next few years. On top of my plans for Spanish, I
hope to take several classes in Sanskrit as well as Arab and Indian
culture as they have interested me ever since I discovered curried
Indian food and read A Thousand and One Nights. I have always

been interested in geology and collecting rocks and would have
taken a geology course this semester, but it conflicted with one
of my other courses. I am really looking forward to college be-
cause it will allow me to take classes that truly interest me.

. . . if you ever come back to visit or if I am in the Chicago area, I
would love to go to lunch or dinner with you just to hear about
your college experiences here at the U of I as well as your current
career. I know relatively little about you and I would be inter-
ested in learning more. I currently work at a very popular Italian
restaurant called Biaggi’s and would be happy to take you there
as the food really is excellent. I would even cover the tab.

Sincerely yours,
Eric Alston

Eric Alston is a Commerce freshman, who graduated with a
near-perfect average, Mahomet-Seymour High School Class
of 2000. (“I got one B,” he laments. “It was in Yearbook, my
sophomore year.”) He plans to earn degrees in both economics
and finance. In studying the former, he emulates his Dad, CBA
economics professor Lee Alston. He is currently on break
from Biaggi’s.


