 FINANCE 232 SYLLABUS

Finance 232





David Sinow, JD PhD

Spring 2010





E-mail: dsinow@illinois.edu
Tues, Thurs.  9:30-10:50 AM



Office Phone:  265-4083

Classroom:  1 ARCH




Office:
  450 Wohlers
Webpage:  www.cba.uiuc.edu/d-sinow

Office Hours:  







Tues. 11:00AM-12:00 Noon








Wed. 2:30PM-3:30PM


Grad. Assistants:  Brittany Kenter


 bkenter2@law.illinois.edu


     Sofia Sianis


sianis@illinois.edu
Required:  1) Materials Handout from Notes & Quotes (Johnstown Centre); 2) S&P Guide to Understanding Money & Investing (Bookstore); 3) The Wall Street Journal is required reading; 4) A financial calculator is required.  (Texas Instrument BAII+ is recommended.)

	DATE
	TOPIC
	ASSIGNMENT

	1/19
	Introduction and Basic Financial Concepts
	S&P Guide 1-150, NQ 1-6

	1/21
	Real Estate
	NQ 7-12

	1/26
	Real Estate 
	NQ 7-12

	1/28
	Employee Benefits
	NQ 13-28

	2/2
	Employee Benefits
	NQ 29-37

	2/4
	Health Care 
	NQ 38-52

	2/9
	Social Security/ Heath Care
	NQ 38-52

	2/11
	 Presentation/Discussion of AYCO Plan
	NQ 219-240

	2/16
	Life Insurance & Wealth Management
	NQ 53-73

	2/18
	Life Insurance
	NQ 53-73

	2/23
	Life Insurance/Stocks & Bonds
	NQ 53-73

	2/25
	Stocks, Bonds, and Mutual Funds
	Bring WSJ to class; NQ 77-96

	3/2
	Stocks, Bonds, and Mutual Funds/Midterm Review
	Bring WSJ to class; NQ 77-113

	3/4
	Midterm Exam
	

	1/9
	Return Midterm Exam & AYCO
	NQ 219-240

	3/11
	AYCO/ Estate Planning
	NQ 114-153

	3/16
	Estate Planning
	NQ 114-153

	3/18
	First Draft of AYCO Plan Due in Class/ Estate Planning Extra Credit Exercise 
	NQ 114-153

	3/30
	Federal Income Tax
	NQ 158-183

	4/1
	Federal Income Tax
	NQ 158-183

	4/6
	To Be Announced
	

	4/8
	Banking and Borrowing 
	NQ 184-214

	4/13
	Municipal Bonds
	

	4/15
	How to Really Buy a Car (GS)
	NQ  215-218

	4/20
	AYCO Questions
	NQ 219-240

	4/22
	AYCO projects Due:  2 copies complete
Spreadsheets also emailed
	

	4/27
	Guest Speaker TBA
	

	4/29
	AYCO Presentation (GS)
	

	5/4
	Final Exam Review
	

	5/10
	FINAL EXAM: 8-11 AM
	NO CONFLICT SCHEDULED


ADDITIONAL COURSE INFORMATION:

Your final grade will be determined as follows:

1.  Midterm Exam




60 points

2.  AYCO Financial Plan- First Draft


  5 points

3.  AYCO Financial Plan- Final Draft

65 points

4.  Final Exam





70 points

5.  Extra Credit 




up to 5 additional points

Your final grade will be based on 200 possible points:

182-200
A

180-181
A-

178-179
B+

162-177
B

160-161
B-

158-159
C+

142-157
C

140-141
C-

138-139
D+

120-137
D

All exams are open book-open notes.  A financial calculator is a necessity in order to successfully answer test questions.  Financial calculators cannot be shared during exams.


Throughout the course, some of the lecture materials will be presented by recognized professionals from various insurance and financial planning sectors.  It is essential that you attend these lecture presentations, not only from a viewpoint of professional courtesy, but also from the viewpoint that the materials discussed will be covered on the exams. 


Thirty-five percent (35%) of your grade will be based on your development of a wealth management plan for a client.  The AYCO Company, the major National Financial Planning Company for executives of Fortune 1000 Companies and a division of Goldman, will independently grade your financial planning project.  Their staff will choose up to the three best plans submitted, and the students will be recognized in class at the end of the semester when the AYCO representative appears in class.  
One additional item:  All class material has been totally revised this semester.  Therefore, the purchase of “canned” notes from a service is a total waste of money.  Furthermore, the “canned” notes that I have personally reviewed are at best incomplete, and at worst, misleading and inaccurate. 


Class starts promptly at 9:30 AM.


I expect everyone to be on time—excepting unusual weather conditions.  I do not appreciate people walking in late or leaving early—unless they have informed me prior to class about an upcoming interview or other appropriate reason.  Also, over the past several years, there appears to be a strong correlation between class attendance and earning a high grade in the course.


I expect everyone to come prepared to class.  That means you have read all of the assigned materials prior to class, and you have come prepared to participate in class discussion.  I do not intend to lecture for 80 minutes per class period.  It is important to understand that we will be covering a tremendous amount of material.  It is imperative that you keep up.  


If you study the assigned materials, attend class, and study the lecture notes, you will be exposed to financial information, which will better prepare you from both a personal and corporate view point.  

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:



3/4


Midterm Examination



3/18


First Draft of AYCO Plan Due



4/22


Final Draft of AYCO Plan Due



5/10


Final Examination:  8:00-11:00 AM
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