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SCHOLARS in CREATIVITY, INNOVATION & ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Request for Proposals, 2010

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  Monday, April 19th, 2010

The Academy for Entrepreneurial Leadership announces a competitive fund available to support research that focuses on creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship.  Scholars from all disciplines are eligible to apply, bringing a range of methodologies and perspectives to the nexus of creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship.

The definition of entrepreneurship spans the entire campus.  We view entrepreneurship through social, artistic, intellectual and scientific lenses, as well as through the traditional business lens.  We see entrepreneurship, in its largest sense, as a process that can lead to creative solutions to social problems or the formation of new and innovative enterprises.  We seek to broaden the understanding, appreciation, and inclusion of entrepreneurship in all disciplines on the Urbana-Champaign campus.

This fund seeks to encourage and support a diverse group of people from all academic units to include entrepreneurship as a component of their research.  The Creativity, Innovation and Entrepreneurship fund has been established in order to contribute to the strengthening of entrepreneurship as a scholarly domain.   It is not designed to support entrepreneurship as an endeavor – e.g., turning an idea into a prototype – but as a research focus.  
The application is due by 5:00pm on Monday, April 19th, 2010.  The application form is attached and is available on the Academy Web site, http://www.ael.illinois.edu/.  
The application may be submitted by email to cakehoe@illinois.edu, or submitted in print form to: Academy for Entrepreneurial Leadership, 1206 South Sixth St, Suite 270, Champaign, IL 61820; or 270 Wohlers Hall, MC-706 (for campus mail).

Full-time Illinois faculty and academic professionals and Research Scholars are eligible to apply as principal investigator (PI).  Award funds may be used for such costs as research assistantships, travel to research sites, and other research expenses – e.g., transcribing of interviews, or data sets and specialized software.  The maximum award will be $10,000.  Certain types of support, including faculty salaries and computer hardware, will not be provided in most circumstances.
Applicants apply directly to the Academy. There is no requirement for prior review and approval by department heads or deans, though letters of support are welcome as supplemental materials. Applicants should, of course, consult with their department heads if the activity will require departmental resources not already available to them.

Especially welcome are applications from researchers collaborating across disciplines.  Faculty Fellows of the Academy may use this as an opportunity for follow-up funding to explore ideas that have arisen from their activities as a Fellow, particularly in partnership with other faculty.
The Fund may also be used as a catalyst for further funding from other sources.  If you will seek to use these funds to provide preliminary research for a proposal to another funding source, please so indicate, being specific – i.e., the source to which you will be submitting the proposal, and when.

Review Process

The Academy staff will review the proposals, with participation from UI faculty. Awards will be announced on or before April 30th, 2010.  The fund is small and the process is quite competitive; we expect to make 4-5 awards this year.
Key factors considered in the decision making process are (in approximate order):

· Quality and importance of the proposed research

· Match of objectives with research plan and budget
· Budget appropriateness, both in terms of the project proposed and of the Research Fund resources

Narrative Proposal

A narrative proposal should be submitted with the application form. The length of the narrative will vary with the project, but narratives usually run 6-10 pages.  
Items to be included in the narrative are:

· A statement of the objectives and significance of the proposed research

· A brief summary of relevant previous work by the applicant and/or others

· A description of the plan for accomplishing the objectives, including methodology, roles of personnel involved, and plans for access to any special resources

Budget
Research timeline: to be proposed by the applicant, but typically the funding will be used in summer of 2010.  Funds must be spent by May 30th, 2011.
RA awards will be at the current departmental rate, based on information provided by the departmental business manager after the award has been made.

Academy Expectations

Scholars are expected to submit a brief final report to Cynthia Kehoe on the completion of their project.  If a publication is an outcome, a copy of that publication is requested.  As well, publications should acknowledge the support of the Academy.

Administration of Awards 

The Scholars in Creativity, Innovation and Entrepreneurship are expected to work with their department or unit business officer, or other designated person, to manage the funds awarded to them. Accounts are requested by the Academy business officer with the recipient as the responsible person and the recipient’s department as the cost center.

For questions about this Fund, contact Dr. Cynthia Kehoe at the Academy for Entrepreneurial Leadership (cakehoe@illinois.edu; 244-9425).
Illinois Academy for Entrepreneurial Leadership

APPLICATION FORM – Scholars in Creativity, Innovation & Entrepreneurship 2010
270 Wohlers Hall
Phone:  244-9425

Signature of Principal Investigator



Date Submitted

Please note: Submission of this signed application indicates a willingness to allow the Academy to use your name, university affiliation, and project title/description, in print and online publications, if an award is granted.
PROJECT INFORMATION:  List PI first, then any co-PI(s)
Investigator Name(s) (First Name, Middle Initial, Last Name)
Telephone
Present Illinois Position (Rank/Title)

Investigator's Department/Unit Name
Campus Address including Mail Code
E-mail address

Project Title
BUDGET REQUEST Total:
Support Being Requested from this Research Fund ONLY

Budget categories and amounts:

Please note that any salaries must also include fringe benefits.  Rates are available through the Office of Sponsored Programs & Research Administration: http://www.obfs.uillinois.edu/obfshome.cfm?level=2&path=grantsp&xmldata=indirect#urbana
Justification/Explanation of Budget Items (as needed for clarification):

OTHER FUNDING FOR THIS PROJECT:
Will you also receive additional funding from other sources for this project?  If applicable, include the Amount of Support, the Source of Funds, and whether the support has been Committed or is Pending.

If this is a seed project to be used to seek further external funding, please describe from which organization you will be seeking funding, and when.

Proposal Abstract
Summarize objectives and significance of the research for which this support is sought. Please confine it to no more than half a page.  This may be used in describing your project to others.

ATTACHMENT – Narrative proposal: 

A narrative proposal should be submitted with this application form. The length will vary with the project, but narratives usually run 6-10 pages.  (Ten pages (double spaced, 12 point type) is the maximum allowed.)

Items to be included in the narrative are:

· A statement of the objectives and significance of the proposed research

· A brief summary of relevant previous work by the applicant and/or others

· A description of the plan for accomplishing the objectives, including methodology, roles of personnel involved, and plans for access to any special resources
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