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GRADUATE SCHOLARS IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Request for Proposals, 2011
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  Monday, April 4th, 2011
The Academy for Entrepreneurial Leadership desires to support the development of entrepreneurial knowledge and skills among Illinois graduate students.  Through its Graduate Scholars in Entrepreneurship program, the Academy awards funds to students who will research entrepreneurship, develop learning materials such as case studies, or otherwise contribute to scholarship in this field.

Entrepreneurship is multidisciplinary, with researchers who bring theoretical perspectives and research methodology from economics, geography, sociology, psychology, marketing, management, and many other fields.  We view entrepreneurship through social, artistic, intellectual and scientific lenses, in addition to the traditional business perspective.  It is the realization of new ideas – a way of thinking that can lead to creative solutions to social problems or the formation of new and innovative enterprises.  The Academy therefore wishes to encourage a diverse group of graduate students to include entrepreneurship as a component of their research and teaching portfolios.  The Graduate Scholars Fund is not designed to provide start-up capital for student businesses.

How to Apply

Before submitting a written request for support, you are welcome (but not required) to have a brief conversation to discuss your proposed project and level of support needed with Cynthia Kehoe.  A short application form is appended, which asks that you outline your project, strategy for accomplishing it, and use of the funds requested.  Some activities will require a faculty sponsor.  Think of this as a short version of a typical scholarly research proposal.  Research projects will typically culminate in a publishable paper or conference presentation, though other output will be considered.  
Awards are granted once a year, typically for activities to begin in the summer.  Submissions will be accepted through Monday, April 4th, 2011, at 5:00pm, and awards will be announced no later than April 25th.  Although this RFP is primarily for activities to be carried out in summer 2011, you are welcome to propose a slightly different schedule.
Eligibility

All graduate students are eligible to apply, though preference may be given to full-time students and those who have not previously been recipients.  Should you wish to develop course materials, this will require sponsorship from a faculty member who agrees to use such materials in a specific course. Small groups of graduate students are also welcome to apply, when a research or curriculum project might more readily be completed by a team.  One student must be designated as the primary contact, responsible for financial management and other administrative issues.

Financial Support

Projects are typically funded for one semester up to a year.  Amounts can range from $250 to $5,000.  Awards may be used for expenses such as graduate assistantships, other student wages, supplies, duplicating, publications, telecommunications, datasets and other activities that directly support your project.  Hardware is rarely eligible.  This is a research grant - funds are dispersed in the form of a scholarship only under exceptional circumstances.  Assistantships are paid at the rate typically used by your department – check with the person who oversees student payroll for your unit to confirm the amount.  
Academy Expectations

Graduate Scholars are expected to submit a brief final report to Cynthia Kehoe on the completion of their project – typically by the end of August.  If a publication is an outcome, a copy of that publication is requested.  As well, publications should acknowledge the support of the Academy.
Review Criteria

The following factors will be used in consideration for funding:

· Quality and importance of the proposed research

· Match of objectives with research plan and budget

· Budget appropriateness, both in terms of the project proposed and of the Research Fund resources
· For course materials, evidence of a faculty member’s commitment to utilize the materials developed
The fund is small and the process is quite competitive; we expect to make 2-4 awards this year.

Application Process

1. Optional: Discuss your proposal idea with Cindy Kehoe, Director for Information and Research Services, Academy for Entrepreneurial Leadership (cakehoe@illinois.edu; 244-9332), should you desire.

2. The written proposal should include the following information:

A. Cover sheet (attached herein)
B. Narrative description of the project (8 pages maximum; shorter is fine) to include:

· Project goals

· Specifics of the activity to be performed

· Proposed workplan/timeline for completing the project

· Qualifications for completing the project – e.g., education, related experience

C. A brief letter of support from a faculty member, outlining the merits of the proposal and, for course materials, the willingness to utilize such materials in a specified course.  This faculty member need not be from the unit in which you are enrolled, if a more appropriate collaboration can be identified.  This letter may be in the form of an email, and can be submitted together with the proposal or separately.
D. Budget – line item and narrative that briefly describes anticipated expenses

3. Completed proposals are due Monday, April 4th, 2011, by 5:00pm, and may be submitted by email or in print.  
4. Proposals will be reviewed by Academy staff and other faculty.  Finalists will be notified on or before April 25th, 2011.
5.   Return completed application, by email or in print, to:

      Cynthia Kehoe, Ph.D.

      Academy for Entrepreneurial Leadership

      cakehoe@illinois.edu

Academy for Entrepreneurial leadership

Graduate Scholars Program

Application Cover Sheet


Name: 


(Primary contact if team)

Email:  ____________________________________ ____________Phone: 
_________________________________
Department/unit of enrollment: 


Degree being pursued: _________________________________________   Date begun: ______________________
Number of semesters completed: __________________    Expected graduation date: ________________________
Status:    Full-time  /  Part-time     (circle one)



Project Title:

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________
If curriculum materials – Course for which being prepared:

     Course number and title: 


____   Check if project will involve use of human subjects  (may require IRB approval)
Amount requested ___________________________    (Maximum of $5,000)



COMPONENTS:  Include this as the cover page.  Attach as separate documents: (a) description of the proposed project; (b) narrative budget; and (c) letter of support from faculty member.  For a curriculum project, that faculty member should be the person considering the use of the materials.  Please note: Submission of this signed application indicates a willingness to allow the Academy to use your names, university affiliation, and project titles/description, in print and online publications, if an award is granted.



_______________________________________________
Date:


Applicant Signature
Deadline:
Monday, April 4th, 2011, 5:00pm
Additional team members/investigators, if applicable:

Name: 


Email: 
Phone: 


Department/unit of enrollment: 


Degree being pursued: ___________________________________  Date begun: _________________

Number of semesters completed: _______________   Expected graduation date: _______________

Status:    Full-time  /  Part-time   (circle one)

Signature:_____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

Name: 


Email: 
Phone: 


Department/unit of enrollment: 


Degree being pursued: ___________________________________  Date begun: _________________

Number of semesters completed: ______________ Expected graduation date: ________________

Status:   Full-time  /  Part-time   (circle one)

Signature:_____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

Name: 


Email: 
Phone: 


Department/unit of enrollment: 


Degree being pursued: _______________________________  Date begun: _____________________

Number of semesters completed: ______________  Expected graduation date: _______________

Status:   Full-time  /  Part-time   (circle one)

Signature:_____________________________________________________________________________
Academy for Entrepreneurial Leadership 

1206 South Sixth Street ( 270 Wohlers Hall, MC-706
(217) 244-9425 ph ( http://www.ael.illinois.edu/


